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To the Reaven ©* 


Had ſo beneſt a Deſign in writin the follewing Diſconrſe, phi 
endeavoured to —_— 61 cool _ rebn Thoughts unds ar worm Ye 
or Paſſion, as | am ard ag ainſt their Confures, who will perhays 14ſom 
it very ll 10 ſee their De Notions expor d. poor Laboirs" af 

recommended by tie alone conſider ation of the Truths, th whoſe Defence thiy ave - 
employ d,and this is abundantly ſufficient ; and therefort I need only ro deſire thee 
to conſider the Arguments with an impertial Mind. IF thou leveſt the Goſpel,ido 
mot ſuffer thy Thoughts, looking on it, tobe diftorzod f Prejudice or Paſſion, As 
the Traths here aſſerted are of great moment, ſo they foes thy moſt ſeri 
Attention, If they were only ſubtly Niceries for a irial of Wit, or to mats ate 
Experiment who couid make Wards th dance moſt nimbly, I would never have 
miſimploy d my ſelf in writing this Diſcourſe, nw cauſed thee to ſo 
much time in reading it. But ſince I'tan aſſare ; thee that 1 on aſſerted nohing 
but what | not only really beljeve to be true, but to be of mport ance 40 the 
Salvation of my own Soul, (which is very clear dr n 4 wy is 4 
panic ) 1 hope thou wile conſider, whnthiy it may not concern thine 100, ; 
reat Rocky which threaten the hazard of a Shipwrack, Popery #04 A 
{m 5 wont face) aan per ut oming 1M any neat- 
Rs danger Karen ioref 1 uncas d 'of its ws eB that fk 
ar1 in its natural figure ;, and thoſe who know anything of the Go 
| þy the firſt Entrance of v14 affrighting Shape : But Arminianiſm 
i Uncautionr, a—_ Witha fairer Face and more ſpecious Colour ;, and = 
really, if the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks truly to ns in he Evie of the Apoſtle Paul, 
| (44T am ſure be doth) this _ grnerally belov'd Dottrine is as 0 
the Goſpel '«t Popery it ſelf ;, and if God ſpraks true, it i oc + Wo 
what the Arminians tell us is falſe. Go ate MS, chat in him we live, "Bl 
 -move, and have our being : The Arminians would diſpute ns ont of vi; 
SS Privilege, and endeavour to prrſwade ns, that when God hath once forei 
and roma arent of bis Hands hab hs Comfelr of bo Wi andthe od vs, 
#1, that ually accompliſheth the Connſels o 
on obſtrutt or fruſtrate the ſucceſs + The ere tell as, that Ge wn 
= + deſirous of the Salvation of all Men, but can fon ite Treat bor a 
= them, becauſe they are wnwilling, God plainly rells us lis own Mind Oar mol - 
are ſaved, but whom he hath cternally ordain'd to that | 
ſumate, that theſe may be ſav" d whom God ne 
that he will be —_—— 
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wry” > B's we God's Werd to pieces, ed Cabboare Chia 

. are ir T, ud pro mpg opting A oor. and ah Wo Ow. 

Hombi Head. Their Opinions take aim to defftr Eons Bing the Divj- 
ity; for take away bi or feltions and tributes of Power and 

” 127} nur Fang bing : — pomp Ply wr | 

Soperaign ! and yet their Dottrine allows leſs Power to bim in thi difo. - 

al of bis Creatures, than « petty Negro Prince bath over bis Subjetts within 

Compaſs of bis narrow Dominion:, — HERS bink of God but as All-hyow- 

ped; and having at one view « certain Proſpet# of all Ul Voſent and Things, peſt, 

ent,"and to come? and yet there Dl = $66 uoftrtecpoar boar Fatare, 


Go Bo wg 
of ſaid, What is all this 16 the Purpoſe of the preſent Comtrover- 
v1» 0 0 ets rpg p * b rear fer de ws 
Miniſter of the Goſpel go put 4 ſtop to pimon f 
con ery Mabe ng aghy 54 ators, to hand by wit fas. 
ar1ts fe the Trade of the Goſh pn invade, E feraty fo 
but as long 43 we are able to frams a Thought, or bold « Pen, it is our 
_ iow, We have the Example of theſe worthy Divines 
in, and others, to animate and 
Amyrulc Tn ment. 
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2 _ of the Golpet. 


which was own'*d in the firſt and: beſt 
ed in all the Confeſſions 
which not all the Arts, and Power, neither 
Ee which is worſe, Antichriſtian, were able to extir-. 
not _ ago wp ge - ne = CO of 
the fir and vigoroully allerred by them, 
Sbbletics/ and cughing Evalidas, boch of'Papifts ajjd 
Teyth 4 ang is/froe thoſe ur worthy 

"Religion deliver'd down to us; whic 
dhe 4 up which was maintained againſt all. 
5 ocake ns r its Ruin; and is, and will be (1 
Power- preſepved.to ſurvive the Aſhes of the 
er of ng berray 4 by its..p! egcnged 
conquered byan open” War-of its 


| Enemies. (4) And indeed the. Antichriſtian Party gain a grea-. 
ot oteſtas ne cm byes org acipac "which ſeenr- 
ms, C ir open and 
FT Te & nb om: whether the Jeſuits 
i otheſ. ntraverſigs,, who can ea 
*Ends; cereal 
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Chap. 1. 2 Olcaurſe of the: Golpet: 


potent: Paſſion) when [ write for thp@ Truths'which ac 

and Fan3.t7. And indetd-ever hnce the 

ſan” began to dawn: upon. my Mind; av well 294 

greaiers beforins abborr'd' that Metbod-of 

Religion, wherein Arguments are mingled with 

fitiences. of Reaſon. made up with Calumnics and 

double-1njury dane both to ) Feor, and my Friend,: the one < 

equally inſulted- with: an herceneſk, 4s' the other bs: < 

fronted, might tempt a Men of the greateſt Moderation-to { 

nate Reſcntments; yet nothing ſhall move me from my fixed Reiolaee 

of 'not being angry. 1 write-not-from'/an Humour of Strife; .nor-foo 

Pride and vain way but for” Truth, and uti ſhall concern my 
find that-to: be intereſted hif-0:2 
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_ fon;-ugaiaſt whon BC Paon is more Ms fired, muſt give his Cha- 
rater very different from thar, by which, with an unſucce sful attempe 
Wit, he endeavours to repreſent, .him. But'as in Debates of Relj- 
> any ) __ _ oy unſuta- 
nad impertinents | ſhall only feri t e in queſtioty 
and Reaſon, poof rn þ donod Racehat People are oblig'd 
their Time to rd ÞngDiſcourſes,” to entertain themſelves 
"with thoſe perſonal Refleftions, with which ſuch are nfual- 

d; < oben with Arguments; five it doth not concern themito 

womans oe a Man be ſo wiſe and ſo rational. as:beis a 
| andiridiculous,. but onty what is Truth;7and ” 


iy th Fair; ah ay beckear'd to theny in.very _ 
'T XC Rady! brevity-and plaihneſs as 
can uod1 hall red mcg toon Diſcourſe to as narrow! a 


[nid bconkder inthut of the Learned Mr.Lorimer no 
poſt :to the Purpoſe. I will.noc at all atſeft;'Niet 


1 indeed any Opinion 
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Chap.2. 


iz denied is this, That the 
as Conditions of obtaining its 
on, promiſing Life and Happineſs 'to the fr maar 
threatning the Neglect. | o /ev3-6h 
Tho according to-the Laws of a Diſcourſe, I ſhould firſt n 
ments co prove, that the Goſpel is not ſuch a Law 3 yet 
being to anſwer the Reverend Mr. Zerimer's A ++ toll rf 
how Tietle to his Purpoſe he eagerly catches at.the word Lows: 
ever he can meet with it in the Scriptures, or in-the. Writings of: 
And firſt I ſhall demonſtrate, that where-ever the Goſpel'is 0am'd.q 
Law, either in-the Old or New Teſtament, only a Dodrine. of Grace: 


is to be underſtood-by it, 


CHAP. IL 


the word Law's i of 4 various and | doubtful mean 
£5 Sig nification -of- the Heb. ads is wok, 
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hes + Dihine, "1 in the O14 7 
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a" Oilcourſe of the Golpel. og 

in them; and ating thems+to move. according to..that- Order 

which he hath fer for the Adminiſtration of all things in- the-Univerſe, 
Who will ſay, that the Son doth its Doty. in- performing its conſtant la- 
borious Courſe. or that a Reward is due when It bath. done its Wark?: 
And" yet. it' is by a Law, tho not any Precept, that it moves ſo orderly , 
anda Law it is, without any promiſe of Recompence for obſerving and 
keeping duly the mark'd+out Courſe, or threatninz, a Penalty for devia- 
ring from it. \ Ivis-by the ſame Law of Nature that the Fire always 
burns, the move, the Eurth. never totters from its- 
Centre, and'yet;they are not.to be recompenc'd for ſich their exact Ob- 
Nervance. And-if-on the concrary, the Fire ſhould freeze: us, the Pla-- 
:ir orderly Dance, or. march ſo irregularly as: robreak all: 

nks, and the Earth ſhake and fall from its plac'd Foundation, 

| not be liable to. undergo any Puniſhment. And now;-Fire5 

and Water, and the Heavenly Bodies, are well enough 

by .2 Law, tho they- have no Rule of Duty given them, 
ious either to Rewards or Puniſhments. Well, then, 

of the Univerſe is called" a Lew, the Goſpel tnay: 
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than for all the Heavenly Bod 
arſes. © In this ſenſe the Goſpel] is a 
”- -bf Daty: ſince ir'only tells-us the Ofder | 
xing faved'wlipely by his Grace-: ' And'. a- Lawir is 
wes and Ferfanes wnatcerebla, and Which will ao” 
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Chap. 2. A Dikeotirſe of the -Golpel:.- 
Root from which it is deriv'd, proves this to'be Its Til 
for '/=IP 7areb, ſignifies tocalt of throw 'Darts, or any other| 
and metaphorically m the Conjugation Hiphil, the word T1207 "Hor, 
 -Hgnifies ro caſt the Meaning of one's Mind, or a Doftrine an@1oftr 
on; 'into the Thoughts of the Hearers, as Mercer (4) ,n Critic beyo 
oxception in this Languege, very well obſerves, And what: is i 
teaching us effectually, 'bur the throwin = quick- and ny im Darts 
of bis Truths into po _ _ ne Bw hr wad a not 
ro/give us #ny-morta} Wou t only a vital piercing Senſe to rovze vs 
oicef our Lethargy in pernicious Errors and'Sin. £6 ore Doc 
Darts of the D-vil of which the Apoſtle 6:6. 
;wwhich he is ſodiligent rothrowinto our | 
WWyband:s. This is enough 'to ſhow bow eter? the 
Whom 71" Jareh, he caſts Darts, in High von I 
- > teacheth or ſeattereth'any Doctrine: And thus it is 
-and in P{.1 i 9.102. And from hence N15 Aerth, a Dottor 
Job 36:22. And from henee*too iy the Name of a lace 
1 6al, Gon. 22.2." » ns / 
Lord God, which from ther Hill (ir being 
Na ea io an 7 a pri T9 it 
it was _ 
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=—_— » exher places it is imploy'd to ſignify the whole DoQtrine of Truth- 
_ "es in God's eden ath of the Old and New Teſtament. Thos 
2 in Pſal.1. 3. But bis delbght is in the Law of the L1w, and in bis Law 'doth © 
'be meditate Day and Night. The Delign of the Pſalmiſt being to give the | 
entirs Chara of a Perſon truly bleed, the Leſcription mult be fo - 
ehenliye, as to take in, not only hi delighting in the P of 
Fay he Law, {which a Turk or Heathen may do, and the old Philo- | 
Pen really did ) but an inward feeling of a raviſhing Pleaſure in the : 
Knowledg of the Goſpel and in meditating on the admirable free 
_ Grace of God diſplay'd in the Salvation of a Sinner. And ir is this 
pleaſing Senſe, reſulting from the Apprehenſion-of the DaCtring of 
Grace, which is the diſtinguiſhing Mark of that bleſſed Believer, whom 
the Pſelmiſt with ſuch wonderful Eloquence deſcribes, So then the Law 
in which the B:liever delights, is. not the old Law of Works, nor a,new 
ves of a reſembling Nature, but.it is the Doftrine of the Goſj I 8s © 
the hidden and unſearchable Riches of God's Grace and Love * 
Jeſus. And thus the molt Learn'd (+) Commentatory, both © 
| Anon as. well as thoſe of the Reformed Religion, explain the wand © 
Law in this extenſive Meaning, as: not meerly ſignifying Precepts; and : 
Commands,.-but that delight LInſtruttion which the Kuowledg, o >< 
oo I Truths affords be Dappy Believer. 
exprelly the Dogtrine © Grace in the Goſpel is 4 Ln Re 
Ig. 7, The Law of the Lord u perfett, converting the be. Telti- © 
of the Lord s. ſure, making wiſe t Simple. Lit is not. a Lawof © 
prks, . bur | the Word of Grace, 1s evident from Scripture, wt 
cerpreter of it ſelf. For the Apoſtle Paul, who beſt. 
pplies the 4th Verſe: of this Pſalm 19, toil 
ing of the Doctrine of the Goſpcl,' and the. Te 
— 1 oo Cour 'to ol Notom Je 17s: ZE han 
; OHA ey i. -— But 1 Jays 
hey not 35-73 Ne rl, Tag er went . into all the Earth, an ( rhiir * 
bug wats nd : og KAT World. That as the; Sun, and Moons, and: 
_ Jour pay look ron all the EROS 
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a Diltoutle of the echt, 
tbo re 'albour Thoughts. Now then, as the plain [ntention of the Fed 
f is by = Compariſon to ſhew, that as the Heavens manifeſt God'y 

ible PerfeRions, ſo his Law, ver/. 7. bath a more excellent Sound” 
| + —eoy in i the Diſcoveries which ic makes of his Grace : the 
ogg taking one part of this Compariſon, and applying-it to-the 
ine of the Goſpel, neceſſarily infers, that he under- 
boy the P/almift to intend by his Law no other, than this DoArine of 
. Grace, which as the Sun, and all the other Lights of Heaven, ſpreads fo 
ſwiftly and univerſally. If we conſider too the P/almiſt'y Senſe as ex- 
fs x bimſcif, we ſhall find that the Effefts which he aſcribes to his 

cannot'be produced but by a pure Doctrine 'of Grace. - 


. From theſc Effects, of converting the Soul, and making wiſe the 
e, it is evident, that it cannot be underſtood a Law of Works 


in any Senſe, for that inſtead of converting the Sinner, would -bur 
n him'from God ; and fo far is it from driving the Cri- 
minal to Chriſt, chat without the Goſpel proclaim'd, the Ten- 
—_— it is $0 md Hope «for fo = "i could not let into the Soul 
Glimmerings of Hope ; a Law propoſeth 
- the Condition of Obedience to it, and yet at the ſame Former > 
the poor wretched Sinner of his own utter DET mit. 
' s then the:pare Do&rine of Grace, pany te truſt and 
in Chriſt; by direting him to that pe lar or Prion ond 
£, and Life z which is in the propereſt Senſe the 
aw : And this Virtve and Efficacy our Lord Chriſt app | 
l; Jobs £7. 17. Santtify them "tlrangh thy Trath;, thy 
By Trath there is more SI meant the Do&tine-of Free | 
Chriſt was ſentinto the World to teach unto Meng. and /thisy 5 
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10 A Diſcourſe of the Golpel, 


Where it is evident, that he ſpeaks of a DoQtrine, by the Knowledg of 
which he had arrived to a bigher Degree of the moſt excellent Wiſ- 
dom, than any who lived inthe ſame Age and Nation with him, a Wif- 
dom which he purſued with the moſt eager and inquiſitive Search ; and 
the diſcovery of one Myſtery did but animate him to an impatient en- 
quiry after more, and make him earneſt in his Petitions, that God 
would reveal to him higher Meaſures of that admirable and moſt uſeful 
Knowledg, P/al. 119. 18. Open thou mine Eyes, that I may behold wondrow 
Things out of thy Law. By which eſpecially is meant ( as Mr-(4) Clark 
very well remarks) the Myſteries of the Goſpel. Here: then we have 
the Goſpel called a Law, not as a Syſtem of Precepts, or a Statute-Book of 
a new Edition ; but as it at once inſtrufts and amazes us in the Won- 
ders of our Redemption, and affects our Hearts with the thoughts of the 
Redeemer*s Love. 

When the P/almsiſt alſo expreſſes thoſe refreſhing Comforts, which 
flow'd into his Soul from the inexhauſtible Spring of God?s tender Mer- 
cies, he uſeth the ſame word Law ; and conſequently means by it, not a 
Doctrine of Works, which can in no ſenſe give any Solace to a guilty 
Mind, but a Doctrine of Grace, ſuch as the Goſpel, which diſplay? 
thoſe Riches of Grace to the Pſa/msf's Sight, and in which he ſo chear- 
fully hop'd, and rejoic'd, Pſal. 1 19. 77. Let thy tender Mercies come unto 
me, that I may live; for thy Law « my Delight ;, 5. e. Let me experience 
thy tender Mercies, let me feel my own Part and Intereſt in'them, that 
I may live joyfully : for my moſt fervent Deſire, O Lord, is to ſearch 
into the Depths of thy. Mercy and Love; and therefore my whole De- 
lightis in that Word of Truth which contains theſe ineſtimable Trea- 
ſures of thy Mercy, and expoſeth them all open to the view of my Faith. 
T bus again the Goſpel is called a Law, but no otherwiſe than as it is a 
comfortable Inſtruttion to poor convinc'd Sinners, what Riches of Mercy 
there are in ſtore, and as it teacheth them how they may truſt and hope 
in the God of all Grace. 

In another place we read the Pſalmif informing us what ſupported 
his Spiric under inward Troubles and outward Afflitions which oppreſs'd 
him ; And what was it but the Law of God ? not the Precepts or Com- 
mands, for how could they have ſaſtain*d bis ſinking Spirit, fince they 
only tell us our Duty, but offer us no help in the ſad Circumſtances of 
our Caſe? They ſhew us indeed what God would have us to do, but 
declare nothing what he will do for us, and ſo diſcover not any ſupport 

to 
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(a) ts bis Anzet, on Plal. 119. 18. 
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Chap. 1; A Diſcourſe of the Golpel. rr 


to our languid Spirits fainting under a Calamity. -This is the Nature, 


and the proper and peculiar Office of the Promiſes, and the Goſpel con- 
ſequently, as a Body of them, is called by the P/almiſt a Lew, in which he 
delighted, becauſe it thus ſaſtained him vnder his Aﬀfitions, P/al. t 19. 


92. Unleſs thy Law had been my Delights, I ſhould then bave periſhed m. 


mine Afition, A Law, that is (as the before-mentioned (4) judicious 


Annotator obſerves) the whole Word of God, chicfly the Promiſes of 


—_— and Deliverance. 

[f we coriſider ghoſe Places which are more expreſly urg'd to prove 
the Goſpel to be a new Law, it will appear that they only evince it to be 
a new Doctrine of Grace. As, 

1. That clear Place in the Prophet Eſa, where by Law is expreſſed 
ſolely the Doctrine of Grace in the Goſpel, Iſa. 2. 3. And many Pee- 
ple ſhall go and ſay, Come ye, and let w go up tothe Mountain of the Lord, 
ro the Houſe of the God of Jacob, and be will teach us of bis Ways, and we 
will walk in bis Paths: for out of Zion ſhall go forth the Law, and the 
Word of the Lid from Jeruſalem. It is manifeſtly the Defign of the 
Prophet, in the firſt and ſecond Verſes, to ſhew how large a Church, 
not ſtraizen'd within the narrow Confines of Fadee, but ſpreadin 
through all Nations of the Univerſe, ſhould be gathered and eſtabliſhed” 
Then he tells vs by what Way and Means ſuch a great and wonderful 
Work ſhould be accompliſhed. Chriſt doth not raiſe Armies to ſub- 
due the Earth to himſelf, nor come to give new Laws to the 
—_ but he ſends his Apoſtles to preach the glad Tidings of Salvati- 
on by him: And the Light of this glorious Doctrine of Grace breaks 
forth from Zion with ſuch Swiftneſs and Violence, as ſuddenly to ilſu- 
minate all Parts of the Earth, and with a raviſhing Sweetneſs irreſiſtibly 
to draw every Mind and Heart, whom God, hath appointed to Salva- 
tion, toalſent to it and embrace it, ver. 3. It is the Dofrine of Grace 
alone, and not any new or Commands, or any new SanCtion of « 
Law, which carries in it ſo admirable Force able to produce theſe aſto- 
niſhing Effefts. This is the Law which goes forth out of Zion ſo ſucceſ- 
fully : It is the Doctrine of Grace which is thus viftorious, and invin- 
cibly prevails, when the Doftrine of Works, in the Experience of ma- 
ny Apes, could not ſubje& one ſtubborn Sinner to God's Kingdom, nor 
make one ſtiff and hardened Heart to bow to his Scepter-of = 
neſs. And that by the Law out of Zion, he means this effectual 
of the Goſpel, the next words, [And the Word of the Lord FP 
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Fernſatem Þ as explanatory of the former, undeniably prove (4). 

yo look next on that place of Scriptire in Micah 4. 2. which is:not 
meerly parallel to the forecited in Eſa, but perfeAly agreeing with it, 
we ſhall ſee it imports Chriſt, not as a new Legiſlator, to have given a 
new Law of Works on more moderate Terms, but to have taught a 
pure Dodtrine of Grace. The words of Avitah 4. 2. are theſe, And 
many Nations ſhall come, and ſay, Come, and let us go upto the Mountain 
of the Lord, and to the Houſe of th: God of Jacob, and he will teach us of 
bis Ways, and we will walk, in bis Paths - for the Law ſhall go forth of Zion, 
andthe Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem. The Hebrew 117 Torah, 
in our Engliſh Verſion tranſlated Law, is by Janins and Tremellius, as 
well as by Piſcator, rendred Doltrine , Ont of Zion goes forth the Doftrine, 
And Piſcater in his ſhort Notes on. the Text, critically obſerves, that 
however the word Torah. is rendred by. others Law, yet it will not ac- 
cord with the genuine meaning of this Text, becauſe it ſpeaks of the 
Goſpel. And in his brief Expoſition on the next Wards, [And the 
Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem]; This, ſays he, is the Word of 
Grace, 5. e. concerning the Grace toward thoſe who believe on Chriſt : 
Which way of explaining of the former Expreſſion Law to be the 
Do&trine of the Goſpel, by the following Words, [the Word of the 
Lord]. as exegetical of thoſe other, Calvin, that Apoſtle of the Refor- 


med Religion, alſo takes ; (b) This (ſays. he) « but the Peperition of rhe 
former Sentence as "tis nſual. Therefore by; 11 Torah, the Prophet in- 


tended nothing elſe but Doftrine. But further, to ſhew, that all but Papiſts, 
Socinians and Arminians, harmoniouſly agree in explaining ſuch places, 
after ſuch a manner, as may not give the leaſt colour.to-the Opinion 
of the Goſpel's being a new Law, in the ſenſe of the three mentioned 
Parties, 7 arnovixs a Lutheran (between whom, 'and the Calviniſts, 
what great, and at preſent irreconcileable Differences in other Points 
of Religion. there arc, all the World knows ) perfealy accords with 


Calwn in this Interpretation of the Prophet Micah ; (c) © Itis ſuch a 


* Law, 
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«) Bullager, Homil. g. in Eſa. 2. 3. Fol. 13. Tigws 1567. 5p 
Eſt repeticio cjuſdem fenteniz, quyz paſſim occurrit. Ergo per 7T*M1 nihil aliud 
1 quam DoQrinam. Calum. Comment, 1n Mic. 4. 2. 10 Part. 2, Tom, 
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(2) Tali que dicirur Hebraice AN quz vox vi «79 jus omnem doQrinam no- 
tat,. cum fit a Radive TY) quz in Hiphil Ly _—_— : ut frivolum fit hinc velle 
probare Evangelium efſe novam & perfeRtorem 2 Chriſto 

quidem cx hoc Hebraiſmo Evangelium Lex vocerur Apoſtolo, Rom. 8. 2. ficut & 2 Plalee, 
PfL 19. 8; fed cum reſtricione;: Lex vero nunquam Eyangelium appellatur. Tarnev;: 
Comment. in Mic. 4,.2. Pag. 104. Reſtoch. 1626, 
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© Law, («/ mhichthe Propber ſpeaks) that in the Hebrew (/av be) is cal- 
© led MTN Torah ; which word, by the Force of its Etymology, notes * 
& all and cvcry D>trine, ſince it 1; from the Root AY Farah, which 
&« in Hiphil ſigiilics, be hath taught: that it is ſxivolous to deſign from: 
« this Text to prove the Goſpel to be a new and more perfett Law 
« made by Chriit in the New Teſtament, whenas tho indeed by this He- 
© braiſm the Goſpel is calPd a Lew by the Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 2. as alſo by 
« the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 19.8. yet with a Reſtriction ; but the Law is ne- 
& yer called a Goſpel. And the latter Words [rhe Word of the LordÞ 
he makes conſonantly with Calvin, to be exegetical of the former Law, 
&c. as demonſtrating, that nothing but the' Doftrine of the Goſpel 
is thereby ſignified. But really there needs no more than carefully 
to review the Context, to be ſatisfied, that by the word Law here is 
meant the Doftrine of Grace in the Goſpel : For all this 4th Chapter of 
Alicah is a Word of Conſolation to an afflicted People, from the re- 
freſhiog Springs of its gracious Promiſcs, as (e) 7unins notes. The Law 
then by Phe muſt ſignify the Doctrine wherein thoſe are con- 
tained : And the Acclamations too of the rejoicing People proclaim the. 
ſame thing, who mutually exhort one another in the ſecond Verſe, to go- 
up to this glorious Mountain, bezcauſe there Chriſt would teach them this 
Dodtrine of Grace, Micah 4. 2. And many Nations ſhall come, and ſay, 
Come, and let us go up to the Mountain of the Lord, and. to the Houſe of the. 
Ged of Jacob, and be will teach us of bis Ways, and-we will walk in bis Paths :- 
for the Law ſhall go farthof Zion, and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſa- 
lem. I know it may be objeRed, that the Phraſe [ And we will walk in- 
bis Paths]; ſeems to imply a Precept and Command, and ſo a Law in the. 
ſtriteſt Senſe, to which they vowed Obedience :  But.this may as eaſily 
be denied, as *tis aſſerted precariouſly : for ſince, according to the uſu-- 
al Language of God's Word, to walk in God's Paths, is to obſerve his 
Orders and Appointments, the Expreſſion here may denote no more. 
than that they would punCtually keep to the Way of Salvation, mark'd. 
out by him, ( which I wiſh, with all my Soul,. was.the hearty Reſolve of- 
all who hear the Goſpel) and ſeek to be juſtify'd no otherwiſe than by: 
Chriſt's Blood and Righteouſneſs, as the Law or Doctrine of the Go-- 
ſpel preſcribes. ; 
There is a Difficulty remains, ariſing from the third Verſe ;-which at 
firſt ſight ſeems to point to vs,. that the Goſpel is ſuch aLaw, by which 
Chriſt exerciſeth Judgment as on a Tribunal,. and executes Juſtice. _ 
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(tf) Annotat, in Nic. 4,1, . 2... 
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the Appeorance of Difficulty is ſo flight and thin, that it will vaniſh as 
ſoon as ſeen, if we do but conſider thit the word Fuds may very well 
import no more, than that Chriſt will judg what Courſe of Salvation is 
beſt for ws to take, that he will determine the Caſe; and ir is better for 
us to acquieſce in the Deciſion of his unerring Judgment, which cannor 
be deceiy'd, nor ever will miſlead us, than to purſue our own miſtaken 
Apprehenlions, which bewiider us continually. 

But if we take his Judging, as having an Influence or Effe&t upon 
thoſe who are under his Kingdom and Judgment ; it may be conſidered, 
not as the At of a Judg pronouncing Sentence, and Condemning, but 
as the (4) Adminiſtration of a Wiſe, Good, and Gracious King pre- 
ſerving and proteing his Subjefts, and defending them againſt their 
Enemies. That the word Jwdeing is taken in ſuch a large Senſe in the 
Hebrew Language, there needs no more to prove it, than that the Prin- 
ces of Iſrael, whom God rais'd up, and ſpirited to be the Liberators of 
his People from the Tyranny of Moab, Ammon, and Midian, and to 
defend them againſt thoſe cruel and implacable Enemies, are not only 
call'd Fxdzes, but the Book which contains the Hiſtory of their Admini- 
ſtration and Government, is titled by that Name. Or if we attribute to 
Chriſt the rigorous Adminiſration of a ſevere Judg, and that he comes 
in all the terrible Solemnities of Juſtice 3 yet this doth not belong to 
the Diſpenſation of his Goſpel, but to the Oeconomy of his Laws, 
when he comes to avenge the Violation of them by Sinners. To thoſe 
who live and die under a Covenant of Works, he is a Judg to be ſure, - 
and a dreadful One too ; and they who ſeek ECD by the Works 
of any Law, he will deal with in that way of Trial, which they have 
t themſelves upon, and they ſhall ſtand at the Bar of Judgment, which 
y their own Conſent they have ſo fooliſhly choſen. Thus Chriſt will be 
all Juſtice, without any mixture of Mercy, to the Deſpiſers of his Grace, 
and to thoſe who refuſe him as a Saviour, and as the Lord their Righteouſ- 
neſs. Butthisin no meaſure belongs to the Adminiſtration of his Go- 
ſpel, as any part of it, nor appertains to the Office of a Redeemer, 
but is the proper Royalty and Authority of a Creator, of him who is 
the Soveraign, the ſupream Lord, and God the Judg of all. 1f we 
conſider the Scope and Deſign of the Text, it will ſeem very much to 
look toward ſuch a Meaning, that Chriſt will not jadg thoſe to whom 
he hath made fach a promulgation of his Law, or Doctrine of his Grace, 
which he had ſpoke of ver. 2. if by Faith they had received it, and an- 

{werably 


(a) Nam verbum Judicandi Hebrzis br ynecdochen, pro gubernare, vel regere acci- 
ag. 22. Tom. 4. oper, Genev. 1617. 


pirur. Cain. Comment. in Ela. 3. 2, 4+ 
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ſwerably embraced the Redeemer. But for their ſakes he would exe- 
cure Juſtice on the Nations, who are their Enemies, and who know him 
not, or hate him. That he will break thetr Force and Power, or turn 
the Points of thoſe Swords upon their own Breaſts, which were be- 
fore employed againſt his People 3 ſo thit now theſe ſhall not need Ar- 
mies or Fleers to defend them, but may change their Weapons of War 
into Inſtruments of Husbandry, or the Utenſils of a Family, and other 
Imp!ements of Peace. Thus Chriſt for his Church's Safety, governs in 
the midit of his Enemies, P/al. 110. 1, 2, 5, 6. The Lord ſaid unto m 
Lord, Sit thou at my right Hand, until I make thine Enemies thy Footſfool. 

The Lord ſhall ſend the Rod of thy Strength out of Zion: Rule thow in 
the midſt of thine Enemies. The Lord at thy right Hand ſhall firike through 
Kings in the Day of his Wrath. He (hall judg among the Heathen, be ſhall 

l the Places with the dead Bodies : be ſhall wound the Fleads over many Conn- 
tries, And he ſo rules, that when they have an hearty Will, and de-. 
ſign'd Malice, yet it ſhall not be in their Power to deſtroy in all his Holy. 
Mountain, I/a. 65. 25. 

Or what if we underſtand it, that Chriſt will fo jadg amorig the Na- 

tions, as in his Providence to R—_ Aﬀairs, and order in that man-- 
ner the Spirits of the Troublers of his Churches, as to diſpoſe them - 
unto peaceful Counſel, which may move them univerſally to lay down 
their Arms, that his People may enjoy an undiſturbed Repoſe in the pub- ) 
lick Tranquillity of the World ? At Chriſt's firſt appearance among: 
Men, thus calm and ſmooth was the Face of Things throughout the 
whole Earth, and the Prince of Peace was born in fach a Time, as - 
there were not the leaſt Tumults to diſquiet the Beginnings of his Reign. 
A little before Chriſt's Birth, all the World was up in Aras and no- 
thing was heard but the ſhrill ſound of Trumpets, and the Alarms of - 
War : But the Prince of Peace no ſooner makes his Entrance, than the 
Scene is quite altered, and an univerſal Calm ſucceeded the Foregping 
Diſorders andiConfuſion. Thus Chriſt began to judg among the Nati- - 
ons, at his firſf appearance on Earth, by ſertling their Afairs in a-quict- 
and peaceful Poſtnre; and the Time will ſurely come, when the Effects - 
of this his judging will be more openly illuſtrious. Thus in whatever - 
Senſe we underſtand Chriſt to judg among the Nations, his being a new-. 
Legiſlator, and his governing them by new Laws, is entirely excluded. 
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That by the word Law, when ap lied to the Goſpel, may be underſtood a Do- 
Grme, prov'd from the /ignification of the Greek NduG-, Nomos, a Law, 
as us'd by Grecian Authors, and by the Sacred Writers of the New Te- 
ſtament. Gal. 2. 19. explaid. 


{ $ | have prov'd, that when the Goſpel is named a Law in the Old Te- 

ſtament, according to the {1gnification of the Hebrew word, a Do@trine 
only may be underſtood ; to if we contider how the Greek wv ord is us'd by Au- 
thors who have wrote in that Language, it will appear, that it is with no 
certainty concluded by my Reverend Brother, from the Goſpel's being call'd a 
Law inthe New Teſtament, that it is a Rule of Works eftabliſt*d with Pro» 
miſes to the Performers, and with Threatnings againſt the Diſobedient. 

I know very well that it is infern*d from the Etymology of the Greek : 
word NduG-, Nomes, a Law, that a Rule of Duty, enaQted with a Sanction 
of Penalty or Recompence, is lignitied by it. But I know, that as no great 
weight can belaid on Arguments drawn from an Etymology ; fo if that 'de- 
rivation of the Greek NuG-, Nomor, Law, from Ntuw, Nemo, (ignifying 
the diſtribution of what is due, ( which is pleaded ) be the moſt natural, yet - 
nothing can be argued from it: For ſutable DoQrine may be diftributed a- 
mong Men, as well as Rewards and Puniſhments. But this commonly re- -: 
ceiv'd Derivation is not perhaps the trueſt: for if we may give Credit to 7 
Plato in his own Language, in which he was ah 195% fam'd for Eloquence } 
as for Philoſophy and Reaſon, N&{G- Nomes, a Law, is more fitly deduced : 
from N6G- Noozs, the Mind (4); which as it ſeems very natural, there want» ? 
ing only the interpoſition of the Letter u m to make it the fame Word ;; {o - 
it plainly denotes a Law, in its original meaning, to be a Dodtrine or Infiru- 
Con, of which the Mind is the principal Subjet and Seat. There is no + 
need of Criticiſms to prove a Truth of the Goſpel, and therefore 1 wave ? 
them. [I ſhall neither inſiſt on that Senſe which is ailign'd tothe Greek NduG» * 
Nomos, as (ignifying the Meaſures of a Verſe, or Tune (6), tho from thence it © 
is probable, the Word was transfen'd to ſignify the Statutes ettabliſh'd among 

to te the Actions of their Lives, ſince the molt antient Laws'wese © 
written in Verſe, that they might be more readily committed unto, and be _ 
more + 
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(5 Plato de Leg. liv. 12. pag. 957. Tom. 2. oper. Edit, Serrani, 1 $58. = 
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more faithfully retain'd in Memory. 1 need only hint theſe things, as al- 
fo that the Greek Tragediaen (d) uſeth the word Neag- Nomos, Law, to ex- 
preſs the Inclinations and Manners of a Perſon, to ſhew that no valid Reaſon 
cati be raig?d from the meer ſound of the word Lew, to convince us that the 
Goſpel, when deſcrib'd by that Name, is a Rule of Works with a SanRion, 
Smt the Word _— of fo many other Sgnifications. 
I may however it as very natural to my Jari es of of an the Go- 
to be a pure ine of Grace ; that the Sept when they tranſlate 
fol places of Scripture, wherein [ have prov'd that we Ba Hebrew COD 
| hath this ſignification, render that word by NduG- Nemos, as moſt fit ing 
toexpreſs ſuch a Senſe. We may then very well conclude, that the Gree 
word ( when the Go Lis nana by it) hah the ſame Senſe in the New 
Teſtament, as the Hebrew had in the Old, 
We anſwerably find that the DoQtrine of Salvation by Chriſt, as revealed in 
the Old Teſtament, is expreſſed by this Name, _ 12. 34. -The People an- 
 ſwored bim, We have beard out .of the Law, t Chriff abldeth or ever : 
nd bow. ſei8 then, The Sou of Man not be lf wp? Who is this Son ' 
Man? Whire not the Decalogue, or Levitical Book of Statutes is inte : 
but the Doctrine concerning the Redeemer to come z as appears from choſe 
Texts in Pſal. 110.445. 1ſa.9.6. to which Fokn 12.34. hath a manifeſt 
It is then plain from this Place of the _— that among the 
5.3" our Saviour lived on Earth, not = Exodus aud Leviticw, bac 
ChafroQions which they had concerning their ſo much deſtr?d and. 
Meſſiab, and Salvation by him, in any *s the Buoks of the Old Teſtanient, _- cps 
were. cald and known by the Name of a Law. v4 - 
And to this common Notion of the "_ le, according to which they namn'd | Cay viceet 2 
the whole Doftrine reveal'd by God, it were Precepts or Promil 
a: Law, the Apoſile Pal Fol, 08 his way of writing, ' in fti 
a Law, in Rom. 3. 27. ( which I (hall crews more fr | 
from my Reverend Brother's impoſed meaning) and in Gal. 2. 19.  willen" 
now {hall conſider. Ss ft 
Theſe are the Apoſile's Words, Gal. 2.19. For | through the Law aw Po 
tothe Law, that 1 might live unts God. - He writes to the Galatians, amor 
whom it was a prevailing Opinion, that tho Chriſt had abated the too rigo- 
rous obſervation of the Law of Works, -yet Juſtification was to: wy tainn's 
by ſore lower degrees of Obedience. To ow them how 


Qrine was to the | preach'd by. him, the Apoſile tells cher what | 
the Experiences of his own Soul; / - dead, fays he, to Ley W; 


*(a) oe 2dlix 8, Tt, 6 UT Us vopuors nleys Saphocles in Ajace, pag-$3- os Hilo: x 
0 5re OA xz 7 WG re "PRs Grac. Schol ibid. 03 4 _- v3 
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and have not the leaſt Heart to ſeth, Fuſtification by ir. And how was he thus 
mortified to the Law of Works ? What, by a new Law of Works lower'd to 
more moderate Conditions? No 3 for ſuch an one would rather have che- 
riſhed and encouraged the Life of his Hopes in his own Obedience, By the Law 
then, that is, by the pure Dodtrine of Grace in th: Goſpel revealing Chriſt's 
Rightcouſneſs as that alone by which a Sinner can be juſtified, the Apoſtle is 
quite deaden'd as to any hopes of Juſtification by his own Righteouſneſs, and 
hath not the leaſt motion in his Soul to ſeek it in that manner. 

What very much weighs with me, is, That Zatber (who ſo excellently hath 
wrote on this Epillle, and who ſucceſsfully prevailed againſt the Errors of An- 
tichriſt, about Merit of Works, by ſubverting the great Foundation of thern, 
which is this Aſﬀertion of the Goſpel's being a milder Law of Works ) inter- 
prets the Apoſtle to mean by that Law, which had ſuch a mortifying Efficacy 
upon him, the pure DoQtrine of Grace in the Goſpel. (a) The Law of the 
Decalogue (lays he) did bind me, againſt it I bave now another Law, viz. of 
Grace, which «5 not a Law to me, neither binds me, but frees ma. But it 31 a 
Law againſt the damning LAW. THIS it binds, that it may no loriger bind 
ae. T Luther thus calls the Goſpel a Law, lignifying no more by that 
Name than a pure DoQtrine of Grace 5 it is no wonder that others of the Re- 


{neſs alone. His Deſign is 

Rn PROIINong By poking 
Goſpel, and to be juſtified by Faith in Chriſt, yet would make this Goſpe 
O be a new Law, exaRting Works as neceſſary to Jultification. He anſwera- 
ilaims every Law of Works, whether the old Jewiſh, or ' that new 

ical One ſo. lately invented among theſe Chriſtians, and made to look 
polih'd and ſmooth Face of the Goſpel. He excludes the Obſer- 


. 
* 


® of any Duties, orany ARtof Obedience, from having an Intereſt inour 


ſtihcation, aligning the whole Buſineſs of it to Faith alone wer. 16. 
Knowing that « Man is net juſtified by the Works of the Law, but Hoe 


— ___ 


-Lex Decalogi ligaber me, contra illam nunc habeo aliam Legem 
neg ligar, ſed tiberar me 3 eft aurem Lex contra damnarricem. Legem 53 

non poſſit me ligare. LZatber. Com. plenior in Gal, 2, Ed, An. 1488: 

Fol. 45. pag- 2. Tom. 4. Oper, Zee 1613» | 
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Fab be Jeſus Chriſt : even we have believed in Feſwus E , that we mt 
juſtified by the Faith of Chriſt, and not by the Works the Law , 

oi Werks 6 the Law ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified. It is 46 he demonſtrrs 

hy On [ That we are not juſtitied by the Works wy Law |] 


who were Jews, to whom the Law was more eſpecial volkes Fiona 

on» been inſtructed by the Doctrine of Grace, that om cou &A a B: 

fed by Obedience to the Law z, and having by the Coſpel, which! bingo in # 
better Righteoulnek, been convinc'd of the Defects of their own 3. and there- 
fore knowing that God had not appointed any Law whereby he would juſti- 
fy a Sinner, they anſwerably had believed on Chriſt, that & according to the 
Doarine of the Goſpel they might be juſtified by his Righteouſneſs alone. 
This is undoubted that we mult be juſtified by fins Righteouſneſs or other 3 
not by our own, for then Juſtification would bs by the Works of a Law; and 
ſo our Faith in another's Righteouſneſs would be inſignificant, and to little or 
no purpoſe : For why ſhould weentirely truſt in ſheer, Perſon, for that which 
| we could ſo well accompliſh our ſelves ? If then not our own,it muſt be Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs only that can have this defir'd Effect.z and knowin we 4. by the 


Lo or DoQrine of the Goſh 7 we have ( ſays the Apoſtle) tor this very 
fe believ'd on Jeſus. os without any Shuffles or intricate | 
rw among other Cauſes which morti- 


YE molt efficacious Influence hs It is now' then very agreez 
thatt le ſays of himſelf, That this Law or Dodtrine of Grace had my 

Ne Cornet Works, but alive unto God, wid is it to be 

to the Law ? To renounce it in the nnd? mrvap rs. to be freed 


' its galling Yoke of Servitude and Bondage, bone guiley \oy 


lieving Sinners tually under the. Tortares peg. Naviſh 
Teo, To be dead ; rs Law, eng Fi 


Gay ror eng lomo we' can 
and being convinced that it and dooms us ro Death, not le 
Life by it any more, and no longer to have the leaſt Commerce when hs 
Afﬀairs of our Jaſtication: or to be dead to the Law, is no 
noxious to its condemning Sentence, in that af cannot ole 
threaten'd Punilhments ; 2a Rule of a 
requizes Obedience. To be dead/to the Law, is no lon 
Dominion and Reigu, as it ira Covenantof' Works, © Thus 
Authority over a Subje&t, whom Death hath & out © 
into the Regions of another World 3 nor can the wer of 
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20 A Difcourſe of the Goſpel. 

beyond the Confines of the Grave. In all theſe Meanings the Apolile afferts 
himſelf to be dead to the Law': And what was it made him ſo? What ! but 
the Law or DoQrine of Grace revealed in the Goſpe), which ſo happily in- 
firacted him in the knowledg of free and compleat Juſtification by Chrift. 
This Sun no ſooner riſcth, but all thoſe little wandering Stars, which as falſe 
Lights had before ſo wretchedly miſled him, do ſet preſently ;, and all his na- 
tural and rooted Inclinations, to ſeek Juſtification by the Works of the Law, 
leſſen, and at laſt wholly vaniſh and diſappear at the glorious Appearance of 
the Sun of Righteouſnels, who comes with bealing in bis Wings, All thoſe 
treacherous Hopes which he repogd before in his Obedience to the Law, in 
the ſevere Obſervance of its Precepts, and ſtrict Performances of Duties, are ut- 
terly extinguiſhed 3 and all the Sparks of them being quite dead, do not ſcat- 
ter any longer the leaſt Glimmerings in his Soul, Thus the Law, or DoQrine 
of the Goſpel, teaching him, how that Chriſt his Surety being made under 
the Law for him, hath redeem'd him from its Curſe, anſwered all its Demands, 
and filenced every Acculation, hath ſiopp'd its Mouth, and taken away. its 
Strength z. and not only ſo, but depriv dit of Life as well as Voice : the A- 
poltle's Mind being thus illuminated. with the Light of his new Law, or Hea- 

venly Dodtrine, to know more than ever he did before, that Chriſt hath Main 
the Law aSit is a Covenant of Works, as. well as the Enmity which Sin had 
cauſed between God.and 


« whict 


| of Grace, 
produc'd. It'perfeQly mortified him 
, and therefore could not beone it felf,, unleſs we can ima- 
became dead, as to ſeeking Juſtification by the Works of 
; and that no otherwiſe than by giving entertainment to, 
ing himſclf under the Conduct of a new. Law of Works ; which 
z very well to agree. | 
Law, when the 
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lis ſonam'd in this Gal. 2. 19. the A- 
and not a more-moderated Law. of 
| fruſtrate the Grace of Gol : for if 
rage the Lew, then Chrift is dead- in vain.” It is as iſ-he 

_ © However others deſpiſe the Grace of Ged, and think it too 
le to owe their Life to it, it ſhall be my ni 
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Chap. 3. A Diſcourſe of the Golpel. on, 
cries and Triumphs, or attempt to render all its Power and Force vain and in-, 
© effeQua), yet for my part I will neither fay nor do any —_ fruſtrate it 3. 
© 2nd none of my Actions, nor any Article of Dodtrine which T teach, ſhall in 
© the leaſt degree have ſuch a Tendency. I will not let fall a Word, which may 
© but ſeem to leſſen or diſparage'the Favours of my bleſſed Redeemer, who lo- 
© ved me, and gave himſelf for me. And can there be a greater Slight, than 
© when he hath done, and ſuffered ſo much to ſave me, not to reſt ſatisfied with 
© his Undertaking and Work as compleat, but to be ſolicitouſly endeavouring 
© how to ſapply-the DER and to perfeQ it my ſelf? To efteem Chriſt as 
© inſufficient, is certainly to deſpiſe him in the higheſt meaſure, and he doth 
© not ſuffice me (#), if I joig my own Righteouſneſs to his, or add Works 
© done by me in Obedience to any Law unto his great Performances : Nay, it L 
© ſhould aſſert Righteouſneſs to come by any Law, whether New or Qld, T 
© ſhould diſhonour Chriſt ſo much as to inſinuate, that hedied very unwilely 
© or unadviſedly : . For: what could be more unadviſed, than to come and ſuffer 
© all ſorts of Miſeries, and at laſt to expire in Torments, and that only to .the. 
< Purpoſe of effeting what might have been done very well without ſuch ex- 
" of his ineſtimable Blood ? For if by my Obedience to ſome Law 1 may 
© be juſtified, and the Works of that can be my Righteouſneſs, why ſhould. 
© Chriſt dic ?' or to what e was he obedient, no other Ends of his 
© Death and Obedience are afſzgned, but the Juſiification'of a Sinner? And if 
© this Buſineſs cau be effected by this-Sinner's own Works of what Nature {{o- 
© ever, - the Blood and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt comes in uncalled for, and: 
* when there is no great-o urgerit need of them (b). Bur far be it from me 
© to defeat the Deſigns of -the*God' of all Grace, to miſprize the greateſt Fa-: 
© vours which can be beſtowed* ipon a Creature, or to darken 'and obſaue the 
© Glory of the Grace it ſelf-3/ and therefore T am firm to it, and wiltunmoye-- 
* ably maintain it, that Righteouſneſs comes by no Law whatever ; nor are Sin- 
| F : . C ners. 
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_ 'g 'Dilcourſe. of the Solpet 
© ners juſtified by the of any Conditionsin obedience toit. And 


* theretore when I. ver. 19. all the Goſpcl a Law, you muſt by no, 
© means underſtand it to be a ſoften'd and milder Lew of Worlay but 

© of Grace in which Senle 1 alſo us%d the word Law in my Epiſtle to the Re- 
© mans, where | call the Goſpel « Lew of Faith, Rom. 3. 27. Thus | have 
endeavour 'd to give briefly the Apolile's Senſe in this Text, which proves his 
Meaning in the other, where he calls the Goſpel a Lew, that he underftands 
only a Doarine of Grace by that Word. 
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CHAP. IV. 


That the Fathers of the Primitive Church, when they call'd the Goſpel a Law, 
meant only a Dodrine by it, proved by a few Inſtances out of Clemens 
Alexandrinus, Euſebius, Theodoret, Origen, and Chryſoſtom. 


HIS might be enough, if my Learned Brother did not appeal to other 
T Authorities than that of the Holy Scriptures, which is the greateſt; Buc 
ſince he leads me into the numerous Volumes of the Fathers, I will follow 
him too there. And if Iſhew that thoſe Antient Writers of the Church who 
wrote in the Greek LOI (.5 ( as for the Latin Fathers, 1 (hall afterward con- 
fider them ) ugd the word 104 G- Nomes, Law, to ſignify a Dodrine by it ; 
then the uncertainty of Citations from thoſe Authors for his Purpoſe, ' will be 
abundantly demonſtrated. Clemens Alexandrinus calls the Law, (a) the 
Light of oxr Way ;, and the Goſpel as a pure Dodtrine of Graee is ſuch be- 
yond all difpute. He alſo definesa Law (6) to be 4 true and good Opinion 
| ba 4 Thing, whereby any Doctrine of Truth and Goodneſs may be ſigni. 


Enſebixs, who lived above an hundred Years after him, having occaſion to 
mention thoſe Texts of the Old Teſtament, which ſpeak of Chriſt as_the | 
Great Author of or da. and particularly explaining that Text jn. 7ſs, 

. 3. {peaks in theſe words, (c) What Law is that going out of Zion, and. © 
dfering f from that coming from the Deſart promulgated Moles is Adount. © 
 Sinah, 
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Chap.4- A Diſcourſe of the TEE 23 | 
Sinai, dur the Evangelical Word going forth out of Lion by the Miniſtry of 
ny ores EN and bis "aj and rt he all Nation ? 
For it" © to that 
Cay, Fatngs.y ay aaa 


Ys 


thence 10 all Men, fr = 
to the DoQrine of the Goſpel, that ff Ef ja Wit heh dif 
faſive Bears, that in a few Years afeer Chriſt's Death, it iſlurninated the whole 
Earth. 
Chryſeſtom alſo, who calls the Golpe | a Law very often, and particularly 
'in Sermon on Gal. 2. 19. which [ T five before cited, if we may think 
( as we ought to do of the greateft Preacher in' the Pciraitive Church ) that 
he ſpeaks conſiſtently with himſelf, means no more by this Plitaſe than a Do- 
arine of Grace : For when in his Sermon on Pſal. 49. lt draws the 4 
Lines between the Law of: Works and the Gofpel, he in theſe Woul 
his bs JOIRet (d) That the Lit of Works was the Rudiments 
roduition, perf raters F Gs f Condemnation and vs 
this (lays he, ſpeaking -, the--Golpel) &« Grace and, Peace. ro » 
nothing caw be more” plain” than his meaning, that the Law 
ing Works, denounc'd nothing but Death 'to 4 Sinner unable to | 
rn. Ao but the Goſpel, as a Doftine of Grace, reliey'd him,. by proclaim- 


ing Peace.” 
To evince'that among the Fathers, the word NGuG-Nomes, Law, did not 


always fi # Syſtem of -Precepts and Conitnands, I may alfo introduce 
” w—_ as a competent Judg in the Cafe, deefares that'* be very 


Origon, 
wel the Pſalms to be called a Law, « alfothe Rad on yd 


prove it, he ket 


1 Cor. 14.21. 4 | 

CE: 0 ties lagi Deb, be -omplains ( in the be- 

gram rents of Confuſion. which the 
ſneſs of the We Deg eden Mere cr, 

Caſe now too} fo heemploys this whole Chapter to clear its various Signif- 


cations, 
But I need” give no other brag 2 than from what Theodoret writes-in bis- 


ſhort Papoſnionen Iſa. 2 


; : $ 
very well manifeſt that be inttnds the New" 
ſpeaks) delivered 
bor ame ofterward exhibited to all Nations, He © 
ſy that the Law, but that the Word ſhould . 
by ,0, Dd to the ing of the Goſpel - ' For ogy rr alſo - 
b as, Luke 1.2, Even as they delivered them unto 'us, - 

from he beglnnlag were Eye-witneiles, and Miniſters of the Word, 
By the Word then in that place, be doth net name God the Word, but the 
aq ger of God's Word : For Ged the Werd did not go out of Sion, but be © 
the Truth in Zion. 
betixs, who lived in the 9th Century, was not more famous for his Learn- * 
than for that firm Reſiſtance he made againſt the Ulſurpations of Anti- 

chit, who delign'd, and firongly ng to haye ſpread his Wings as 

far over the Eaſtern, as he had over the Weſtern World. By what this Pa- 
oe of Conſtantinople writes, it appears, that however in the Courle of 
ſo many Ages, very great Corruptions had wrought for themſelves an entrance 

into the Grecian ; yet the Doctrine of Grace, not as eſtabliſhing a 
Law of Works, but dif; lacing it, was preſerv'd among them ;| Or at leaſt 
we may know what bis own Belief was from .his own Words, which "are _ 
theſe, He firſt tells Sergins, (in an Epiſtle wrote t6 him ) hat (FY the © 
Law was not contrary ro Grace, as he furmis*d it was z and then ſhews. its - 
uſe in fubſervietcy to Grace, That it was a Preparation, 'and made- way for * 
du diweery of Oran, and leads us to it. But when Grace comes, the. Law 


| And having illuſtrated it with many other Similitudes, 
2: gt mngrghnſpy ence, the Law is vacated, tho not per e260 
but is_not d</annulled. Chriſt Fate it, not violat 

rH ;j97 it; __ NY erming it, entirely remov'dit. 4 
Ir is again! tion that [ 24 ſummon Men, tho of defered 2 
to ee Wink for the Truth of the Goſpel. The Teſtimon ; 

Ghoſt in his own Ward, is infinitely greater than ten'thoufand uch OK 
dences, Ic was therefore to him that 1 firſt appeal 'd; but fince'my, ka 


Bethe 


53 lays be ) departs, as the Star: when the Sun appears, or as the Ni NTT Day. © 
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I'Diſrourle of the Goſpel, | 25 
Brother brings the Cauſe into a lower Court, I am very willing that it ſhould 

there alſo be "hy The Proofs which I gave out of God's Word, have (as 
I think) ſufficiently demonſtrated, that this new Law of Works is not the 
Everlaſting Goſpelz and theſe Teſtimonies from Humane Writings may e- 
vince, that it is not only far diſtant from Eternity, but neither ſo venerable 
for Age, as he fancies it: for it was a Doctrine unknown in the firlt Years of 
Chriſt's Church, and had its Original only with the Birth of Antichriſt, and 
(I am very well afſur'd ) wiil end with the Period of that Man of Sin. 


CHAP. V. 


How uncertain an Argument is fram#d, from the ſound of the word Law, 
to prove the Goſpel to be ſuch, evinc'd from the various ſignifications of 
that Word as us'd by Roman Authors. That the Latin Fathers nam'd the 
Goſpel a Law, as it is the DoFrine of Chriſt. 


Now ſhould heartily rejoice to be excus'd from ſearching any other Records 
but thoſe of the Bible, if my Learned Brother did not bring me fr6m 
Greck'to Latin Authors, whom he 'muſters in greater multitudes. To refcue 
them therefore from his Abule, in falining on thern a Meaning of which they 
never had a thought, it will be needful to fiate the Senſe of the word Lew in 
the Roman Language, as well as I have done it in the Hebrew and Greek: 
That Lex, or Law, may lignify any DoQtrine, 'as well as a Precept, ap- 
pears from the Derivation of it given by /ſidore, 4 Legends, from Reading (a), 
which agrees very well to a DoCtrine : And among the Romans, their Laws 
were inſerib'd on Braſs Tables, and publickly hung up that they might be read' 
by the People (b) 3 and I wiſh the Doftrine of the Goſpel was more 'coms= 
monly rcad and known. The fame Word is alſo ſometimes imploy'd to fig- 
nify the Rules of any Science or Art, which are purely infiruRive, but not 
obliging by the Force of any Sanction. Thus Fuvenal, 'Sat. 6. v. 450, 


451, 452» 
Oas 


Hanc ego que repet#s, voluntq, Palemonis Artems 
Servata ſemper Lege, & ratione loquends, 


And ſpeaking of himſelf, that he ſeed 'to tranſgreſs the Rules of Sat, 
= wy Wonh | 


-(s) thy. Ori: lib. c..10. inter Autores Ling, Lat, Genev. 1622. pag. $63. & lib- 54 
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C3 & Perot, Sypontinus, ne.Ling.Lar. pag.6 55, & 
; 6) Paulus Merula de Legib. Roman.cap. 1. pag.1. Lugd Ns '& -Brifon, de Formul. 
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a Diſcourſe of the Goſpel 


by inſerting ſuch affrighting Inſtances of Vice, which were fitter for a Trage- 
dy, he ſays, Sat. 6. V. 634, 335+ 


Scilicet, & finem egreſſi, Legem; priorum 
Grands Sophecles carmen bacchamnr hiatu 
Monto»bus ignotum Rutals, caloq, Latino. 


And yet I am confident the Poet was not apprehenſive of his having violated 
any enacted Law, or ot being cbnoxious to a Penalty, did not at all fear the 
Roman Axes, or Fafces, tho his" Verſes did a little deviate from the generally 
approv d Doctrine of Satyr. Another Roman Poet, by the ſame Word, cx- 
prefſeth the due diſpolition, or orderly placing of things. 


Vuta coercebat poſutos fine Lege Capillos. 
Ovid. Metamorph, lib. x. v. 477. 


Innumerable Examples might be given, but a few may ſuffice to ſhew how 
lictle ſtrefs is to be laid upon the uncertain ſound of a Word, which in all theſe 
_—_— is fo variouſly us'd ; and to direct us, that wherever we find the 

pel nam'd a Zaw, in the Hebrew of the Old Teſtament, or in the Greek 
of the New, or in the Greek and Latin Fathers, or Proteſtant Divines, we 
muſt not, unleſs we would ſuffer our ſelves to be eaſily impos?d on by an ambi- 
guous Phraſe, preſently imagine it to mean a new Rule of Duty enated with 
a SanQion. 


[ ſhall only add, that Cicers when he defines a Law in the general Notion 
of it, as comprehending the Law of Nature, as well as others, makes no 
mention of a SanQion, but deſcribes it only to be the («) higheſi Reaſon 
implanted in Nature, which commands what is to be done, and' forbids the 
contrary. 

Thus alſo the Roman Lawyers, of whoſe vaſt Volumes loſt by the Inju- 
ries of Time we have a Breviate in the Pande&ts, define. a-Law, without 
mentioning a SanQion 3 (b) The Law ( ſays Papinian) « 4 common Inſtru- 
Htien, the Deeree of prudem Men. By which no more can be underliocd, 
than a Doctrine which . teacheth us what is beſt for us to do, if we will be 
taught by the Counſel of thoſe who are wiſer than our ſelves. And in this 
Senſe I will cafily grant the Goſpel to be a Law ; for it is the Inſtruction of 

God 
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(a) Lex eft ratio ſumma infira in naturi, quz juber ea. quz facienda ſunt, prohiberq; 
ecnraria. Cicrro de Leg, lib 1. pag.312. Tom. 4. oper. Edit. in Fol. R. S. 1538. : 
Bo eſt commune prxceprum, virorum pradentium conſulrum. Papinian, lib.r, 

«in lib. 1. Digeſt. Tix. 3. 1. 3. pag- 9. Tom. 1, Corp. Jur. Civil. Edir. Gothofy. in 8”, 
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Chap.s5. q- Diſcourſe of the Golpel; 25 
God ( whoſe Wiſdom is, beyoud all denial, infinitely ſuperiour to ours ) to 
our periſhing Souls3 and thrice bleſſed is that Perſon whom his enlightning 
Grace hath made ſo wile as to follow it. It is too the Decree of God's Eter- 
nal Counſel, that we ſhall not be-jultifed by any Righteouſneſs, but that of 
Chriſt alone. 

Thus alſo the publiſh'd Will of the Soveraign may be call'd a aw, tho 
the Sanction is wanting : And the Decrees of the Roman Senate might be 
ſtiPd by that Name, before the Conſent of the People obtain*d, which was 
neceſſary to enact them, Nay, a Statute is 3 Law, tho no Duty be preſcrib'd, 
but only Benefits conferr'd, and ſome Privileges ratified. And when the 
Emperors had the abſolute unlimited Power, thoſe Edits which declared a 
Donative, (4) or which gave and conftirm'd any Privileges to the People, were 
25 well call'd' Laws, as thoſe which were all Commands, and fhlPd with 
Threats againſt Diſobedience. 

Now theſe are the propereſi Judges to decide the Signification cf a Word in 
that Language, wherein they not only wrote, but it was their native Tongue, 
which their Mothers taught them as ſoon as they were able to form a Voice. 

There then nothing more remains needful to remove my Learned Brother's 
multiplied Citations out of the Latin Fathers, and Proteſtant Writers, which 
he thinks to be very much to his Purpoſe, but to ſhew that they frequently 
by the word Law mean no more than a DoCtrine ; and when 1 ſhall have, by 
ſore few Inſtanees, done this, all his Authorities will be eafily anſwer'd. 

Cyprian, whom he ſummons as a Witneſs for his Cauſe, (and the miſtaken 
Evidence we ſhall afterward examine ) means no more by the Evangelical 
Law, than the Doctrine which Chriſt hath given us. For having before ex- 
preſs'd, how Chriſt had by his Example and Word taught us the manner of 
adminiſiring the Lord's Supper, this our Inſtruction from our Saviour he 
calls the Evangelical Law. (b) And concerning thu thing alſo, (lays he) we 
may ſend our Epiſtles to our Brethren, that the Evangelical Law, and. the 
declar'd Doftrine of our Lord, may be obſerved, and that they may not depart 
from what Chriſt hath taught Bu pratis'd. | 

Auguſtine, the next Teftimony who iscalld, tells us, (c) That by the 
word Law we may apprehend, not meer]y a Statute, but any other Dodtrine z/ 
ſince he ltiles, not only the five Books of doſes, but the Prophets, (in whoſe 
Writings there are ſo many gracious Promiſes of the Goſpel) by that Name. 
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(0 Codex Juſtinian. lib.1, Tir. 2, & 3. in Tom. 2. Jur. Civil. Edit, Gothofred. |Þ>T}* 
(b) Erde hoc quoqz ad collegas noſtros lireras diri ut ubiq; Lex Evangelica fe 
Traditio Dominicaeſerverur, & ab eo Chriſtus it, & fecir, non recedauir, Cy 
prion. Epiſt. 63. pag. 177. oper, Edir. it, Genev, 1993- fr re Tc 3-IÞ 

(£) Auguſtin, RerraRt.: lib. 1, cap. 25. Fol. 8. pag. 2. Tom 1. oper. &de Trinic- lib. 
Fol. 105. pag. 1, Tom. 3. oper. Edit. Pariſ. 1571. | 
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That the Divines of the Reformed Religion aſſert the Goſpel to be a pure De- | 
Brine of Grace, When they call it a Law, they intend the. Word in that 


Senſe. 


Will now prove, that when the Reformed Divines call the Gaſpel a new 
I Law, they mean.no more than a freſher and clearer Diſcovery of God? 
Mercy and Grace. I ſhall produce Teltimonies-from their own Words of , two 
forts ; firſt, To manifeſt that when they profeſſedly detine, or deſcribe the 
in Goſpel, they bring nothing into their Definition, but that it is a Revelation 
of our Salvation, and free Juſtification by Chriſt ; and then I ſhall bring plain 
Inſtances, that when they ſometimes call the Goſpel a new Law, they tell us 
zlfo at the ſame time, in expreſs words, they mean by it only. a DofFrine of 
Grace. 

Firſt, Fhen if nothing but Grace is expreſs'd in their Definitions of - the 
Golpel, it is but reaſonable to require that it ſhould be granted me, that-they 


= 
- 


+ neverthought the Goſpel to be a Law in the ſtrict Senſe, as including Works 
=. - in it, and being eſtabliſh'd with a San@Qtion. For {ince it is one of the Rules 

+ of a Definition, that it ſhould contain.the whole Nature of the Thing ; it it 
be known to us, or can be comprized, we may be aſſur'd that theſe gruly ve- 
tierable Perſons: for Learning, as well as Piety, and the true KnoYledg ob 
knew fo welt all the Arts of Reaſon, as they would not leave out of. 
thelr Definitions of the Goſpel, any. of the Parts conſtituent. of ics Being, 
t neither is the word Law, as the Genus, or the general Notion wherein: 
- that are ſo, Definition, nor any mention made of | 
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Chap.6. —A-Diltourly: of the Golpel; wo Mi 
Luther plainly deſcribes the Goſpel to be'a pure Dodtrine'of COrace with-- 
out Works, And as he had before divided the whole Word of God" in- 
to theſe two Parts, of Precepts and Promiſes, and the former he entitled: 
rely to the Law z {5 he then defines the Goſpel to be the other Part of God's- 
ord, diſiin&. from the Law : And how ?- Only as it is a compleat' Sy- 
ſtem of gracious Promiſes to us, that we ſhall poſſeſs all theſe ineſtima-- 
ble Bleſſings in Chritt. And he very ſutably a lictle after ſays, (@«) There- | 
fore the Promiſes. of God btlong to the New Teftamem, yes, and are the 
New Teſtament it ſelf. Which is in few words to expreſs his Senſe to be, 
That the Nature of the Goſpel, and Covenant of Grace, 'firictly and proper-' 
ly taken, conſiſts only in Promiſes, And the more deference is to be given to: 
what this Great Man ſays here, becaule it was & Diſcourſe which he compos%d? 3 
on purpoſe to clear himſclf of thoſe vile Aſperſions which the clamorous:- «+ 
Monks perpetually bawl'd out to the People, That he was an Enemy to Holi- E 
neſs, diſparaged good Works, and by his preaching- and writing the pure 
rines of Grace, encourag'd all manner of Licentiouſneſs and Villanies.. 
To vindicate himſclf, he compil.d,. and .ſent this Diſcourſe to Pope Leo the 
Tenth, Anno Dom. 1520. betore there was an open Rupture (b). Where=- 
fore tho his Adverſaries baſely reproached him as a Man of a boilterous Spirit, . 
who, for want of a due Temper of Mind,. was - immoderately- hurried, by a: 
fiery Zeal, to ſpeak and write he knew not what ; yet we may be+ lure, that” 
in this his little Treatiſe of Chriſtian Liberty, there are no Thought bur: 
what are calm, and compos'd with mature deliberation : For he would- nor. 
write like an- enraged Man againſt Popery before War was proclaim'd, nor- | 
would ſuffer his Paſſion to tranſpost-him, or.overcloud and diſtemper his Judg-- - E: - 
ment, when he pleaded his Cauſe k before the Pope, who to be ſure had no very. b 33 
favourable Opinion of him. ' | SE 4, ON 
Philippus Melanithon, contemporary with Lather,. and greatly aſſiſtant 10 \ 
him, in the Reformation of Religion, and whom God made a glorious Infirw- . bY 
ment to clear the Light of the Goſpel from the,Darkneſs and of - 5 
Antichriſt, doth as plainly deſcribe this Goſpel to ,be a meer Dottrine' = 
Grace. Having firſt inferr'd, that the Name of the Goſpel is*not a Word 
framed'at pleaſure, becauſe that the Apuile Fobn propounds a cleat diſtin&i- 
on between the Law. and Goſpel, Fobn 1» 17. For: the Law was gi 


given by- 4 
Moſes, but Grace aud Truth came by Jeſus Chriſt.  (c) For it ar -3, 
(lays he) that the Precepts and Pardon of Sin be diſcriminated, and that a ' 2 


" prog 2 a - | — : 
Frome an ovens Teſtamemrum, imo ſunt Navum Teſtamen- 

tan. Fol, 388. pag. 1, & 2. Tom. oper , — ws 
2+ Page 25» Edi. in Fa. Francs 1558; Av 
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47 Diltvurte of the Goth 


| between Precepts and Promiſes, and alſo between the Pr | 
miles of ace, and thoſe which are not ſo. And by theſe Lines he draws © ; 

the Daencr the oppolite Natures of Law and Goſpel 3 that the tuſt is 
a Ry the Ne a Dodtrine of Promiſes. Says he alittle af- 
-- | Sd. yr oh aries (ſpeaking of the Papilis) tho they bawl out that they teach 
- the bel, yet becauſe they do not inſtr ut People concerning Reconciliation with 
2 : of pure Grace, they leave Conſciences in doubt, and for the Goſpel 
| rx Law. Gs in all this there is not the leaſt hint of the Goſpel's be- 
a new Law ; nay, fo faris he from the ſeeming appearance of ſuch an Af- 
>> bag that he will notallow i it, in its true and proper Nature, to contain Pre. 
cepts, but Promiſes alone. In what Senſe it may be faid, that the Goſpel in- 
iruQs us concerning Repentance, which Melantthen allows to it, . and that 
herein it doth not exerciſe its proper and peculiar Office, but only employs. 
the Minifiry of the Law, I ſhall afterward ſhew. X 

Febn Calvin, to mention whoſe Name ſufficeth, without attempting to, 
V give the Character which he deſerves, whenever he ſpeaks of the Goſpel, 
©  torms no other Notion of it, than as meerly a PIE of Free Grace ( @).. | 
- According tothe Mind of this truly Great Man, if you take the Goſpel in the il « 
b banal Þ 2 Senſe of the Word, ic ſounds nothing but Promiſes, tho com«. ill * 
jo thoſe too which were offer'd to the Saints of the Old Teſtament. / 
: ke the word in the ſtricteſt Senſe, and it ſignifies the clearer and fuller. F 
Diſcoveries of God?s Infinite Mercies and Free Grace, as revealed in Chriſt, - 
1k Aud as for inveſting Chriſt with a new Legiſlative Power, and _digni., 
the Golpel with the Title of a new Lew, he calls it a meer FiQtion.. © : 
(6) They who have not apprebended ((ays he) theſe things, (viz, that Chriſt © 
did not come to give new Laws, but to interpret the Old, and to reſtore it to, | 
its true ſpiritual Meani rnia eng of which he largely diſcourles before ) they bevel 


feigned Chriſt to be « the maker of an Evangelical Law, which), 


ſhould beve ſupplied the Deſoto of that of Moſes. 
Bexa is as well known as Calvin ; oy from the Deciſions of the beſt of / 


Men, in Matters of Faith, there mai alwaysbe an Appeal to the Scriptures, . © 
yet by all ro whom the Truths of the Goſpel are dear and precious, there hath. 
ever been a great Deference paid tothe Judgment of thele two Learned Menin;,/ 


Nivinity. briefly tells the comprehcnlive Sum of the Goſpel, without one? 
wu inſerted about Law or Works. & The Sum f the Goſpel (lays * 
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which is the Power of God te Salvation bs 000 Believer, u this, that it teach> E- 
eth us to lay bold on Chriſt, & made to ns of God Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, San "4 
Hification and Redenoption. In another of his Diſcourſes, demonſtrating, 
the Papilts know the uſe neither of Law nor Goſpel: (#) For whereas (fa 
he ) the es 16 ren by Moſes under Legal Figures, &c. wat therefors: 
publiſh'd to the World, that ws may be freely juſtified and ſanitified in Chriff, 
apprehended by Faith, as we bave in its proper place copionſly demonſtrated}. 
ry (viz. the Papilis) .o» the contrary think, the Evangelical Dottrine to be 
nothing elſe but a certain Law, more perfeft than that of Moſes, Thus this. 
Pious and Learned Man, when he gives the Summary of the Gulpel,, makes. 
not the leaſt Figure to denote Law or Works ; ſo that according to his- 
reckoning, they belong not to the Sum, ſince he leaves them out in-his Ac-- 
count. And in the other Inſtance, he, with ſome Indignation, rejes the- 
Notion of the Goſpel's being a Law, as an Article of the Popiſh.Faith. The 
fame Worthy Author, writing again(t Sebeftianus Caſtulio, (for he had not 
only the perplexing Trouble to refute the Reaſons of the Papiſts, but to an» 
ſwer the Cavils of the Semi- Pelagians ) makes the diſtinguiſhing Mark of the- 
Goſpel from the Law to be this, that the Goſpel is no other than-the DoQtrine. 
of the Free Grace of God, For proving that there are two Parts of God's. 
Will reveal'd'; one which concerns meerly our Duty, which is the Law ;;. 
and the other, which contains oe, Bog the joyful diſcovery of God's 
gracious Purpoſes to ſave us | by Chrift the Redeemer; (6) There is: 
yet no mention (lays he) of this Benefit in. the Law * For the Declaration of 
this Will belongs: to the other, Part of the Divine Word, which is called the. 


_ | 
is Truth is fo rooted'in the Hearts of true Chriſtiang, that it will” grow; 
tho in various Climates and Soils, where they have different Habications, Tho 
ſeparated by Seas and vaſt Lakes, and unpaſſible Mountains, atl who Tove 
Jelus Chriſt agree in aſferting the pure Doctrine of his Grace. 

Henricns Bullingerus, one of the known and fam'd Ref.xmers of: Religion 
in Switzerland, joins his Teſtimony to that of Beza, in aſſerting the Golpel to 
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be a pure Doctrine of Grace unmingled with-Law or Works. (4) Gs 
(lays he) is defin'd alanft by al in this manner, The Goſpel is @ good and be 

Ward, and a moſt certain Teftimeny of the Divine Favour towards mi 
Chrift exbibited to Believers, Or, The Goſpel is the moſt clear Sentences of 
the God, brought down to us from Heaven, abſolving all Believers: 
un, their Sins, and chat freely for Chriff*s Sake alone, and promiſing Eternal 
| Hieronymus Z avchins was an Ttalian,who left his Country-with Peter Mar-" 
{ne the Sake of the Goſpel, in whoſe Writings, as the Truths for which he 
Piers d the loſs of all things, are nobly vindicated, fo a Vivacity of Spirit, * 
which is ſo natural to that Nation, ſhines in them. And it is a Wonder in 
him, as well as Calvin, that a Man who wrote ſo much, ſhould write fo well./- 
He gives us his Suffrage alſo for the ſame Truth, and in every Page almoſt of” 
his three large Volumes, he afferts the Goſpel to be a ſincere rine of - 
Grace without any Mixture. And on all Occalions doth clear the diſtinct- 
Nature of Law and Goſpel from that Confuſion, in which by ſome in his® 
Time they were involv'd. Having firſt divided the whole Word of God: ins! 
to two Parts, Liw and G>oſpel, and not to confound the Natures of | 
ſo diſtin, having deſcrib?d the Law in its Being, Properties aud Office, Y 
that "tis peculiar to it, to inſtruct us what Duties to perform, what Sins to | 
avoid ; that it points to us what is a Crime, and s what it deſerves,” 
and; accuſeth Sinners, and reveals the Wrath of -God, and threatens the meri-" 
ted Puniſhment : Having thus clearly and diſtinly ſtated the Nature of- the 
Law, of which the Goſpel partakes not in the leaſt, and having aflign'd "its 
ſeveral Offices, with which the Goſpel intermeddles not at all, nor crowds it" : 
ſelf into them, he then as diftin&tly explains the Nature of this. Golp l.: 
hs But the Goſpel ( ſays he) which is the other eſſential Part of the Ho« 
» is 4 Doltrine or Scripture which declares free Salvation. in 
Faith, And a little after, The Office of this is to procleim, that Sals 
vation is to be had freely in Chriſt Wore Faith alone. - And in another-Dife 
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« «) Evangelium ergo ab 9 "yoo fere definitur ad hunc modum.  Evangelium eſt Y; 
m & ſuave,reſti mqz cerriſſimum Divine erga nos gratiz in Chriſto creden« 
S497 bury er ma Arerni Dei ccelitus delara ſentenria, we th 


omnes: credenres ab omnibus peccaris, & id quidem gratis propter Chriſtum, p teh 
que viram erernam. Bullinger. Sermon. x7 4 Sermo 1. Fol. 199,” pag. 2. Tighs 
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#*Chap.6. (3 Diſcourſe of the Golpel. 
” equrſche aſcends hi \ ad tells us, + That the Goſpe bo 
that Eternal ree Love of God ( thr Even E 

beloved Son Chriſt, 
To thele I might add a Cloud of other Wicgeſſes, t 
the Faich. which univerſally obtain'd among all the 
ey Nations, and was earnefily maintain'd. by bo the Þ 
t the Papilts, that the Goſpel, in the la Navre of 
n a Syſtem "of Promiſes, a Diſcovery of 
and jog nada of Free Pardon and Bo omg 
b) Martinust Chonnitins, (c) Ofualdus 'D 
”_ wad & Daniel Chamier, (f) 0k Gerrardus,  ( We 
lens, (b ) Altingins, (6) Andrea ent, with finumerabl? or Yy 
monioully in the ſame ſtrain, _ 
-will yet add the Teſtimony 4 di own Whitdhs. G $ oth be 
be) 4 apblag oſs bu the Naryive cd Devin di LAes G Ya 
ae cy of God Chrift merited for s by bls' Death 1 ed | deni e 
be principal to be the Evangelical Fe which to xpounds thi 
joyful Meſ, '; eo fir that Reaſun the Go | af 41 ouſt 
bot dl the 5 teak is Pau let, and Paul. to be the // 
ſcruples KA to attribute the Ale of Goſpel more to the E Sag kpo- 
file, . than to. the Sermon on the Mount, tho preach'd by the $avio u of Men. 
and that on this Account, becauſe in. theſe more abundantly ard 4 by th 


Myſterict of our Redemption, when the Import of that Wat t'o' e, Ma 5 ind ire 
Prep which es cher? fo the Law. {10 TOA 
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-of the Golpel. 
aut ; one Evidence more, who is the ries © 
aol it is the ron whom cy Reverend Brother brings as 
the Caul 7s v7 Rag the GoſpePs being a Law. K 


| ives this Defigicion of it ; (4) The Goſpel is « Di 
vine DoBrine pr aye ſecret Covenant of God, concerning Salvation out 
f pure Free LD chat. is declar d to Men fallen into Sin: and with 
2ht Elelt it in begun, and preſerv'd to their Salvation, and the Glory of God 
the FreerrtS e he ſpeaks nothing of the Golpel, but that it is | Tactsl a 

jon of Grace, and. the maniteſtation of the ſecret Purpoſes of it which 

| in God's Heart when therefore 2 little era he calls the Go- 

, In the Place cited b wy Reverend. Brother, he muſt neceſſarily 

te word Goſpel in th ge extenlive Senſe, as it Ggnifics all he 

of the Rible. _ in rhe a and ptopereſt Senſe, as it. implies. 

only God's Corenakit of Grace diſcovered to Man. 

Leben need was there that-I ſhould mention the Teſtimonies of Men, 

| offers it -ſelf from Heaven ? Ac the Birth of our Redeemer, # 
& the Father ſends down his Meſſengers, not only to. tell us that his Son 
bomigt the World, but to afſire us. that he brought nothing wich him 
bat Grace and Peace, and the Reconciliation of a God before angry, unto KY 

and {pe Rebels. It is thus the Angels, (who certainly with the grea 
uu their Commiſſion) Y without one word of Chrifts be pon 
a new Lepgil oming as a ſecond Moſes to deliver a new Law from: 
Mount Zz0n ws hed; from Sinas, proclaim the Goſpel to. be a moſt ſolemn 
Declaration of Gud's gracious Deſigns and Purpoſes to Sinners unworthy of: 
robe ge Lukes 2+ 13, 14- And ſuddenly _ was with the Angel 4 multi>- 
of 5ho heavenly Gody-and ſaying, Glory to God in. the 
| « Hua rept on Earth Peace, good Will romards Men, Thus in the firſt del 
La \ there is no Voice but of Peace, no flounding: 
EEE 25 from Sina at the Promulgation of the Eaw,, but : 
ſpat Inge who in hc pair} applaciof Ele Men,, chrir Fel-/ 
nels. ſhining, from the Face of 4 edt \. and diffufiig'it ike 
rough t| EEC ans bon or aft ; ih - Luk 2.9. Ava bet the. 
wel of © ergo and the Slory of the Lord ogg e 
Tron Tho they weve a litde aſtoniſh* rft 
41o ftramge anos ore , yet the, Jeniſe* whith” oh 
if Ks nl a nncen lainbent Five aboar this eas an the 
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Chap.6. I 'Difcourte of the Golpel:- 
= "0 the-Angel reaffar'd them, ver..10, 14. Ic is not © .Judg, 
« Saviour who come into the World 3 nor are there” any utatning 
ne'd as at the giving of aLaw are neceſſary, but they hear rOmiſes'c 
There is no Sentence of Death nor Warrants Wlued © 
9.7 jon of guilty Criminals” but the Father His Son's Bi 
day with a large and very comprehenſive A@ of Pardon. | When thighs So 
his Solace md-Delight in Eternal Ages, before any Creatures made 
down from Heaven, he doch not meerly declare the great Pear $ 
tisfaction he hath in this glorious Cod- Man, but he ev 
infinitely exceNlent Perſon is to him, in hy imoft (arprizing E Do. | 
neſFand Grace, He ims, that for his fake only he'can't 4 his Eles 
A Men with Eyes of 'Fayour and Kindneſs, who 'in thelr own Perfbns Wer, 
only Objects of Deteſtation and Abhorrence. * And therefore, tho he fr S 
lov'd ther from Eternity, his Benevolence was never . bpe iſt 
_ As it is only for the fake of Chriſt, whom Fug”: y loves, 
he-can take ay delight in hi choſen Childers « a1 chis hits 
cogh adorable Son comes upon Earth, that he wes | Ge ) 
will to Men. : ard 
Thus God from Heaven, and fome of the beſt Men who ve ben. 
Earth, do plainly tell us OE II but a þ + 
And es God ent theſe Men into the te Nun he 
but of the Darkneſs'of Popery Ye | 
many Apes loſt themſelves, and been "det 
robs. red wp in ahe Chit Re blo of - 
feichful to the prominez of ht Wan nes Oe 
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never came into thei hg nOT-was 
their then ind But whenever an Idea 


ive png nr wh of ko 
conquer him... | In. purſuing ſuch;a Conqueſt, 
oY Dirines of the firſt Reformation, once too much adox'd,} and-now 
wch defpif'd,. and preach'd the pure ſincere, Grace of. the 

was by this alone DoGtrine, bnaſſiſted by any humane Policy. 

> hat they blew up all the Forts of the dark Papal Ki 
| before them, ed the glorious Enligns of our Bleſſed Lord 
man/Staudards,.. Thus wif je 4 who 'was 

Antichriſt. in, her fi 


SD T2, me i: +: Fe 
). of 9 he) 
we dem, but thu chie , the true D 
rfore uh rerpresy Lg ie” pan that 
orks, and the Goſpel of all Grace. 
p inform us what. Senſe+we are to, 


conſitte of i i 
of Grace and Peace. But if Fnow 
25, that they tell-us in-ſo many expreſs words, that when- 
mend heWord in in.no otherSenſethan hpalln alledg 
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be”; Sins, gives, Grace, juftifict and 


Gola 
{ Law; and yet fo he doth, thi this « little wan 19th is 
- before cited by me. And -in what Senſe he means the. Good to _aQy 
Name, he infornis us plainly, in his Comment on Fa 2.3- 0 
go "forth the Law. . (b) Thizis, the Canſe(fays he 
Church,an 1 of the Amplification. of Chriſt*s Kingdom, viz- the 
Goſpel :' For be here. proniſeth 4. new Ward. . als unkſ1 
Doerine, what need wat there at cnet fr" ſe ©... 
mafia many Tears before ? _ And he maxi 
be out of Zion; As if be he mart 
will now give. another in Mount Zion, Pk C4789 
Works, but of Faith; nor of Laws, bat of Grace 3 EE beſt owing 
parabnof Sins, cs. T | NAP | 
Calvin als agrees with Luther in this + And indeed duals fo Men 
tho they differed in ſome. things, yet. they | very well. Fant ou 
Subſtance of the Goſpel. They believed on the ſame JOV 
Trath- of his Grace. * Caluia likewiſe ty EE in Gee 5 
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 Diſcourle of the Golpel. 

| the Rale of Holineſs i to be fetch'd from the Law, 
t ' pakep A fo compr the whole Dolrinrof Gate? 
| No of God wider the Name of an Altar. 
hed ae, ' -bptremyeyRolirmes are LOU 
nat rto ers Wit Al- 
w, n 3 oro endeayour to prove, that 'the old Jewiſh 
ery gr that Sacritices ſhould be offer'd under the New Te- 
ſtament, Rare peaks of an Attar too, to which Believers came, 
and of which they have ages to eat, Heb, 13, ro. So the way of arguing 
would be Fog racgins to conclude from the Goſpel's being nam'd a 


Law, that itis z of Works. 
font wet hy et => the word Law, when made 
uſe of to figni 


apprehend 
oo (6) The Propbert (fays he) underſtands no other 
6 by the thee n.2% ha be ord of the Lord ; nor by Lion than Jerafalem. Nor 
= - 4aw# 


Heeod & Dottrime, than what is Evangelical. 
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imei and he gal? at of Fw. 5: 
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PO 
he fre Word toy which yin 


ES wi gor- beef think, that we could not be at a loſs how 
to nniderftand the Word.  { need not therefore multiply Inftances, a few more 
rhay ſuffice, 
Zacharias Urſinms, 
care to direct us to his right Senſe, and ae tells us, that he means no 


vam Verbum Domini, 
hi quam Evangelics. tg 


js vocabulo » Jabra mans, 
60 i-cradic. Legem ye 
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when he calleth the Goſpel a new Form of Law, takes 
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" Chap.6. A Diſtourle of the Goſpel. 
more by it, than a new. DuGrine of Grace. - (#) The. Prophet ( lays hey (ex. 
png Ys Xe nifies that a new Mani of Ged, and a new 
Form of Law and. Worſhip, is tobe expelied out of Zion; tha: is ta ſay, Chrift © 
=; reveal'd, and the Ceremonies aboliſh'd. But when be ſays that the Law 
Ono orth out of Zion, it is queried, Whet ber by this, and the like Places, the 
ks Pies 6 habe 4, who will bave it, that Chriſt cam the 
b mh be «vr rar hare ine he ſhould field got a better and mare per fell Law 
before delivered by Mate _ 6 (ay. ma 
beat ration ar ta and ohtein Eternal 


| the, 
neder tbe Name Law, the pins ger 
nie as "he Pig I fin'f (19 a 
an obſcuring 0 Offices and Bengfivs diforing 
frm Opinin of Hhwthom Fows, Turks, and le, comtenning ou 


Faſt God. 
mncr1n ey gives direction how to underſtand the word Z.aw, when 


employ'd to denote the Goſpel, (b) The bp Gapph oe RE 
feration of the Word, when antler the name aniverſal Detirine 
_ s (wafers, $; «s Pal. 9 62 Bite where the Law 
fo com Hioart), So Pg 3g 
we: The Led ht 9 /ga i Rom. 8. 2. The the Spi- 
rit of Life. Rom, 3.27. The Lav of Faith, Gal,2;19.. ET 
dead to the Law, But it it a threw Phraſe, in which Lav PA Torah, 
bath its name from Inflrulting and Teaching. - 
To theſe Antient Worthies, 1 might add the concurrent Teſtimonies:of 
Modern Divines, who are Octhodox inthe Fairh : NCIEY = 
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duce many, I will content my («lf toalledg one, which is that of Whittichine, 
the preſent Learned Profeſſor of Divinity (if not latcly dead ) in the Univer- 
lity of Leyden; and who, tho he eſpous?d the New Philoſophy, yet it had no 
Malignant Influences to intet him with any newe-contrived Schemes to ſolve 
the Phenomena's in Divinity. He in his ſhort, but full and clear Expoſition 
on the Romans, explaining Chap. 3. ver. 27. tells us what the Apoltile intends 
by that Phraſe, a Lew of Faith. (a) The excluſion of Boaſtinz ( lays he) 6s 
made by the Law of Faub, which here denotes, by way of Eminency, the Do- 
Hrine of Faith, as it is taught in the New Teſtament, without Obligation to 
any Works, as the Cauſe of Juſtification, (as the Works of the Moral Law 
perfectly, and conſt antly perform*d by Adam wonld have been) or as the neceſſa- 
ry Prerequiſite of Fuſtificatien. 

Well chen, when we mcet with the word Law, if we would not be im- 
: pos'd on 'by the meer Sound of a Word, we mult carefully view the Text on 
Mp all lides, and ſurvey and contider all its Circumſtances, When what is pro- 
; per to the Gofpel is attributed to the Law, the word Law is not to be appre- 
hended in the (iri&t Senſe, as fignifying a Rule of Duty, and threatning Pe= 
nalties to the Diſobedient 3 or as importing a Doctrine of Works, but a Do- 
Z Qtrine of Grace, Thus when the Law is faid to turn the Soul, and to re- 
A Joice the Heart, P/al. 19. $, 9. ſince theſe are not the EffeCts of the Law, as 
| a Doctrine of Works ; for that rather effe&ts a Senſe of Wrath, than any 
hope in the Heart of a guilty condemned Sinner z and its Efhcacy is more 
futed t9 wound him with anxious Fears, or tormenting Deſpair, rather than 
to comfort him, Rom, 4. 15. we mult by no means conceive a proper Law, 
conlilting of Precepts and Menaces, to be meant, but the DoCtrine of the 
Mercies of God in Chriſt, which only can have thoſe Virtues and Influences. 
And ſo when the Apolile too calls the Goſpel a Law of Faith, ſince he 
makes the Righteouſneſs of the Law oppoſite to the Righteouſneſs which is 
of Faith, Rem.,10. 4,5, 6. and Rom. 3. 20, 21, 22. he mult conſequently 
mean not a Law in the ſtrict Senſe, not a DoQtrine of Works, but of pure 
Grace, And by this Rule we are to proceed 5 when we find the Goſpel calld 
a Law, we are not to underſtand it in the tirict meaning, as a Rule of Duty 
with a Sanction, which is the proper and peculiar Nature of the Moral Law, 
but as a revealed Inſtruction to us, what the Mind of God is concerning 'our 
Recovery and Salvation by Chriſt. And when we hear of the Precepts and © 
Threatnings of the Goſpel, and read them in that part of the Bible which we 
%, | | ,. call 7 


—y 
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£4) Unde jam ſequirur iſtam excluſtonem fatam eſſe per Legem fidei, quz hie denorar s 9 
2s] 1Zoxty Doftrinem Fidei, prout ſu? novo Teſtamento docerur, ſine obligatione ad-ulla "2. 
opera ranquam cauſam juſtifications, 'ut! furura fuiſſenc Legis Moralis perfe&2, &icon- © 3 + 
MINER Adamo, vel ranquam neceflarium juſhficatiovis przrequilitum. Wittichi-' + 
xs Inveſtizar. Epiſt. ad Roman. pag. 150. Luga. Bat. 168g. PF. EE 2 — 
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F Chap.7. 2 Oifronele of the Goſpel: it 
' call the New Teſtament, whether in the Serrhons of our Srvioift, or in the 
Moi Solon hom es, we ate not fo ſirmife preſently, that tat thee ne any 
ſo titled, as it is a Na, of Orace, . and the F 
Dodririe of bake by Jeſas, tho they are contain'd in that Book to " 
which we commonly give that Name : For this would be to lex our No- : 
clons of Things which are entirely diſtin in their Natures and 1de's, and to 
jamble them ſo confuſedly together, that we ſhould nor be able, upon ſight, to- 
difcern and know one from the other. For by the ſame Merhod of oper =nige A 
might fratne an Imagination to my ſelf, and ſttive co impoſe it on other 


chat the Moral Law is the Gofpel, becaufe there are fo m any Dichitntibrs of 
God's Love to Sinners, of his Mercies to pardon Gini ſo many Pro- 
mifes of Grace interſpers 'd in the Pſalms and Prophets, and other Books of 


the Old Teftament 3 all which, tho fo much of the Go 
it, is fo frequently call'd the Law, both by Chrift and his 
tive Fathers, and {Proteſtant Divines, So that in a Wo 
the Goſpel fpread through the Books of Moſes and the 
ment to prove the Law to be the Goſpel : So it is as falſe a 
the Goſpel is a Law, becauſe there are ſo many Precepes and” Tireaming va 
peated in che Evangelifts and Epiſtles,” AT! that can be concluded is, that 
there are Promiſes in one Volume of the' Bible, {o there are Commands a; 


be contain'd in 
Page Br 
as Oy Promiſes of 


hes 


Menttces'in the other : But yet as it is the Goſpel which promiſes Grace tn 
oo er rn commands ant t adder tg And to 
clear the” Equarion, it is only- needfut to bring in both to 
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CHAP, VI. 


$8 wg we et to prove the Goſpel to be d.Led, 
=O Commands urg*d, and Threatnings 
denounc'd in pag New Teſtament, non can wc concluded fo this Puy- 


Io. 
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doubt unanſwerable. But the clearing the Senſe of the Terms, anſwers all 
without any. more to do.z which | think 1 have done, and the more lar fly 
becauſe I would do all the Jultice to. a bad Cauſe as could reaſonably be ask'd, 
and allow to it the fulleſt Scope and Play poſſible, | have therefore offer'd Ar- 
gurnents for it my (elf, I have confiderd what might be alledg'd, I have pro- 
duced thoſe Scriptures which with any colour may be urg'd to pe the Go- 
ſpel to be a new Law, omitted by my Learned Brother ; and yet as aware 
that they might be ſummon'd, I have brought them in, and endeavour'd to 
clear their Words from that falſe Meaning which might be faſlewd on them to 
foill a « I ſhall now particularly conſider thoſe which he brings, and 
ſhew that they do not prove the Matter in Diſpute. 

- His firſt ſet of Scriptures are ſuch as expreſs the Goſpel to be cither giving, 
Precepts, and ng out Commands, and preſcribing what is our Duty z or 

gl 


reproving the Negligent, or threatning the (tubborn Offenders, or promiſing 
on the Condition of ſuch Duties perform'd as are requir'd. It would 


make this Diſcourſe too large, which is, I know not how, grown under my 
Mands co a greater Bulk chan I firſt deſign'd, if 1 ſhould particularly examine 
every Text; it will be enough to ſhew, that however there are Precepts and 
Commiands in the Books of the New Teſtament, yet theſe are not properly 
the Goſpel, but parts of the Law,. only employ 'd in its Service; that the 
ings denounc?d do not ly belong to the Covenant of Grace, 

45 "hoy to do with Wrath,. and Juſtice 
? ) butic uſerh the Miniſtry only of a violated 


po him. If 1 
ike Promiſes of 


right: 
Condition of our Juſtificatioa by this Dag Law, will be fully clear'd ; 
the meaning of the alledg'd Scriptures will be fo plain, as it will appear that 
they do not fo much as look towards the antewia3 t that Opinion of the Go- 
ſpel being a new Law, for which they are produc* 

That the Precepts which the Goſj 


That the Jaſpel employs, are not any Parts of it (elf, 
but borrowed from the Law, will » if we conſider what is their 
Nature and Uſe. They are —_ as the Rule of our Actions ; they in- © 
firuct us what to do 3. they draw the Lines of our Duty, and ſet the Limits of 
our Obedience + and all this is the Othce of the Moral Law, which it 
in any Alfiſtance. It is the eternal and 


makerable Rake of Manners, and a Dodrinedire@ting the whole Conduct of 
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a} 
Humane Life : There is no DeſeQt in it, which it mn 
nother new Law 3 to aſſert that, would be to impeach -the Wiſdom 'of God 
as deficient, as not knowing at firſt all that was Good and Righteous, and 
neceſſary to be commanded to'his- Creatures; and'to be done bo them; or as 
ſo ſhort in its Foreſight, as not able to diſcern at the firſt all the Daties which 


Men were bound to perform in the Circumſtances of their State,” but was 6b- 


'd afterward, taught by Experience, to ſupply the Failures by. a new Law; 
S ; i po. ſated to: Man's preſent ſtate of Sin; Weak 


or by an Addition 
neſs and Miſery. - If then the Moral Law did not comprehend in it-all 
of Duties, it A not” be God's Law, for his is: perfet ; he's" 
ſhort-lighted Men, who cannot foreſee what the Conſequences of a Law ph 
by them may be within the Compaſs of one Age 3 nor whether Circuniſt#n- 
ces of Aﬀairs altering, it may not prove hurtful or unneceſſary; and therefore 
all Governments find themſelves oblig'd to repeal old Lav." or" to add' ſome 
Clauſes to ſute them to a preſent Poſture of Aﬀains, or to make new Ones to 
repair. the Defects, co which all Humane Wiſdom in her beſt Proviſions is ob- 
noxious, for want of a certain Foreknowledg of the ' Future. But. whe 
can have ſuch a Thought of God; that theſe Intirmities of 'a Man ſhould ever 
befal him in __ his Laws, 'that he ſhould' be forc'd, 'tho 'not'to' repeal 
what he had made fo many Ages before, yet to promulgate a 'new one; with 
additional Precepts accommodated to the preſent Caſe of his miſerable Crea- 
ture Man? Andas it is r at to God's Perfattions to make new Lanes 
ſo it would infer that his antiquated Law was imperfe&t, and ſo ro Rule; and 
this would unavoidably. follow, if any Duties, are to- be perform'd which it 
neither regulates, nor gives any direQtion about them. © But Chriſt tho as Me- 
diator he is no Law-giver, yet perfeQly knows the Nature of the Law given 
at Mount Sas ; that the Law contains all Duties, for he makes the Sur of 
ie to conſilt in Love to God, and in a _ ye of Love fo our ſelves, and 


love the Lor thy 


God with all rh Heart, and with rr 
thy Mind. hog is the firſt 


wp forte Commandment /\ And Ve Second 5s 
unto it, Thou ſhalt Pata bbour as thy ſelf.© On theſe" rwo Com- 
mandments bang gf pray and the , ruby Now it wilt be very difficult to - 
give an Inſtance of any Duty which we owe to him our: Great Creator, 'or to | 
our ſelves, or:to Men our Fellow-Creatures, which are not iluded in;one of 
thoſe twaTables,or to name a-Precept-which may'not be reduced a or Lon 
Sctipture alledg'd is the more demonfſitative for this —_— that *6ur Lord 
Chriſt's Anſwer is to a Man enquiring concerning his Duty 3 and 
time, there was occaſion to mention this new Law,” andto ha 


obs 
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additional Preepts, had there been any {ach things. '" But Che (nm i 


A:Diſcyurle of the Goſpel. 
the Moral Law, a5 comprehending al that Man was to do, and as a perſe&? 
b; Dut (afhcienc compleatly 40 indtrutt him. And indeed what more 
cuz be xequir'd of Man, than to love God with all the Powers and Faculties 
of pals. wank love hinſelf as he ought to do, and his Neighbour in 
b. Chriſt alſo comes into the World, and was made under the Law, 
never had before, nor will ever have | 

is Law he nat only in its ſpirit 


ne oe is that Law i 

>a kf reh obgrry Cheld compleat ol Righteouſneſs 

wanting in iK wW £ compleat ighteouſneſs in the 
Earn of &þ Well then, if the Law be perfect, there is no 
Duty but what comes within the Verge of its Authority, and what it enjoins. 
- under the ſevereſt Penaltics 3 and 00 Precepts were given even by Chriſt himlelf, 
but what particylarly appertain to it, and not to the Goſpel as a new Law : Ie 
is not only our Schoolmaſter to us to Chriſt, but it commands to believe 
en him. for Faich in God (and Chriſt is (o) is contain'd in its firſt Precept: je 
not only ſhews. us our Sin, and canvincetb us of our Miſery and lofiState; but 
when we have believ'd, tho it be no longer a condemni rs 100mm 
ing Law, yet *is.a commanding One till: It isa Rule 
Wo ge IRINs hp." pF ammytugery yam ol 
AN RGES OO AICnGS, WE 2 tha Fruit of 
_ thoſe Penciph Obedience, not becauſc it is ſo to the 
of Faith and Love from which ie 
: copay remade it 
ELSOLS, NOT forward 
y drawn and enliventd by the Promiſes... be is nos. 
e genuine EfleQts of the heartict AﬀeRtiono Chit, 
nn feareck Debronad Mliciogs Carcine pleaſe him. 
I know that it will be ſaid, That tho thoſe Precepts in the Goſpel, which 
commandand diet Moral Dutics, appertain to the Moral Law, yet Sov " 
Chriſt the Redeemer, and Repcntance, do not ſeem to be in the leaſt fo much 
jg = ge its Commands : For fince the Law was given 254 Rule of 
£ Holy: and: Innocent Creatures, who needed not a Redeemer, 
| ra pun 3 dam to command them to believe on One 3; and Aden 


' In-his State of oblig'd to ſach'a Faith, than the BleC. 
&d Angel aze to be dip ue rare yn Joſt and wretched Men, And fince 


8 is 8 Daty.too, which preſuppoleth the Perſon engag'd to it, to 
ad 


Chap.7. A Diſroutſe of the Golþel 
be' an Offender, and guilty, How could it be commanded to. a Creature who 
had never finoved-? How could it be a Duty for bim to own his Ctime with 
Shame and Sorrow, who never yet had tranſgrefſed, or ra pee 

Obedience ? Since thrreſcne Faith in Chailt, and Repents tice, are Duties which 
fappole the Man ta be a Sinner, 'it. would frem-that ſuch Drecepts: 
plicd in a Law given to bim before his Fall 3 but ave the pro 
lecond Remedial Law, which God hath provided for the Relct and Help of this 
miſerable Creature. 


.- This muſt confeſs looks very plauſible at. firſt ſight; and /the 
ſeems to be firongly concluſive. But if we coulider the diature of Faiths it will 


-be manifeſt, that ic was not only commanded 10 Adam in Innocence, and that 
it was his Duey, bue that it is ablolutely-negeſſary to every holy and | 
Creature : For if we take it asan AQ of the Mind, affenting readily to all that 
God reveals, as infallibly true, it is that to which every Cxeatyre in the righc 
Conſitation of his Being, is indiſpenfably-oblig'd. It is the Duty of Angels 
themſelves to believe has? Jeſus is the mr that. he is: the Baripus of 
Ele& Men ;, that the 'Pardon and Juflitication of a Sinaer, is by. his Blood and 
Righteouſneſs alone 3: that God?s uſtice is ſatisfied by the Sacrifice of his. Son. 
For all. theſe Trucbs being pabliſh'd, and made known by God fer the Uluſtra- 
tion of his infinite Mercy all his rational Czeatuzes 3 . and that the Praiſes 
of his Free Grace might reſound as well in the Songs. of Angels, as from the 
Mouths of Men: /it is needful, and required as a Duty from them 
are to.bonour God in the Celebration of all his: Astzibutes,that they heart! 
-lieve all theſe Truths of the Goſpel, in which alone-Gad's Perfattic 
and Grace do illuftriouſly, ſhine forth.. Aud as f in Innocdact, / 
it wav not ins expreſs Terins required from. him to-- ieve the Goſpel:-not yer 
zevecied to him, or to-act Faith on Cheilt undiſcovered; yet fach a Command: 
be rrny— and implied in that general one,' that/he ſhould without any. 
ar tancy give 
believe the Sincerity 'of God's Promile, arid the Reality of his:Thyeatnings 
,when the Covenant.of Works was made with hits, and' wichoat|ddubt.he adted: 
fugh-a Faith 3 fo. by the ſame he was commanded ani Bound ic:be- 
hieve every word which God afterward thould'ſpeak-to himg: and wvidhour (eru- 
pulous diſputing afſent to thole: Feks whic which were to-be-zeveat?d,,. 
afloon as it dppear'd to bim! that 'chey were fo. rin wy {14 mmm 
«he Goſpel;; ard Faith in-Chift Jelus,.. pamper arena v1 his gr 
—_— \Belicving in God band indeed Chrilt hila{ | 
why eleyſhbuld/alt Faith on his 
| fame Command: which required thein; bs: belic 
wy Lott nee your Hiare be troubled, ye believe in Goth, 
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| no 
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alſo ji rhe. . 
If we regard too gon other Ad of Faich,' which is a firm Relianat of ; the Soul. 4 ij 
EG God, and heartily truſting of him, aud —— our Fe ij 
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Corcernments, our Life, our Happineſs, all we enjoy or hope for, to his faithful 
-Love and Care z this was certainly our firſt Father's Duty, and given in Precept 
to him in the Law, as well as the other of afſenting to-all that God declared as 
undoubtedly true. And indeed, if it was Adam's Daty in his Primitive Con- 
- ditiont0 believe in God, it was commanded by the Law 3 for that only could 
make it: become fo. And what! can we ever wildly imagine, that our firſt Fa- 
ther was not bound to aRt Faith on God his Creator, and conſtant BenefaQor, 
and upon whom he was to have a perpetual Dependance, or he could not live 
a moment ? What ! can we think, that to have rejected God's Word as of ſu- 
pected Truth, to have refuſed, or but to have ſuſpended his Aﬀent to it when 
propos'd, had been no faulc 'in him? That to have diſtraſted God, to have 
| -renounced Dependance on him, would not have been a Crime the greateſt as 
could be committed 'by him ? But all this is the unavoidable Conſequence of 
chis Aﬀertion, That the Precept of Faith is not in the Law 3 for neither would 
Faith have been a Duty, nor linbelief a Sin to Adam, had not the Law, which 
was the only Rule of his Obedience, commanded the one” and forbidden the 
other. Were it not for this, he might have been a ſtubborn obſtinate Unbe- 
 hever without being a Sinner 3 when on the contrary, ' it appears from the ſhorc 
Relation of his Apoſtacy, that Unbelief was his very firtSin. For what.is Faith, 
bur to truſt in God upon his Word and P:omiſe for all our Life and Happi- 
neſs? and what is Ulnbelief but to diſtruſi him ? And was not Adam, while 
flouriſhing in his State of Innocence, a real and ſincere Believer ? and fo long as 
he perſiſted in aQting Faith, did he not continue to be happy ? And was it not 
the Neglect of 'the due Exerciſe of Faith, which at laſt plung'd him into the 
Depths of Miſery and cow. $27 As long as he believed God, and entirely con- 
hided in him ;' as long as he lived in conſtant Dependance the Love and 
Care of his Creator z as long as he thankfully acknowledged, that he received 
all the Bleſſings of Life as the Fruits of his Bounty ; as long as he truſted in | 
God upon his - Word, 'that he would not only continue them unto him, but 
beſtow greater to come,' which by the Promiſe he had reaſon to hope for and 
—_— all-this time he liv'd by Faith, and: his Days were clear and happy, 
it was Unbelief made all his Glories ſet in a gloomy Evening. It was this 
begun his Apoſtacy; not exerciſing Faith any longer, he would throw off his 
 Dependance'upon/ God, and fctk to be bleſs?d.in ſome new and fond Way of 
His own. ' He indulg?*d a furmizing Thought, that God, whoſe ſolemn Promilſe 


head fo freſhly heardy: cither could: not, or was not willing to make him-{o 
as he aſpir'd to be, and that he refuſed to advance him'to thoſe degrees 

of which he-fancied himſelf capable: And ths he'ceas'd ating that 

Faith in Cod, on' which depended his Life and Bleſſedneſs3 he disbelie 


God, and believed the Devil his greatelt Enemy, and firined, ' and died. ' And 
I know not but. that he deſerved the Execution of the Sentence and Curſe pro- 
nounced againſt him, more by his Unbelief than by Eating the Apple ; And 

; | that 


; Death, will not weaken the Force of the a urg'd; for the Act even 


Moral Law commanded to beliey | 
kgeth Sinners to believe on the ternal Soi of 
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that even the Law of Works condemn'd him as much for that Sin, as for the 
outward AR of his Diſobedience. Ay, but it will be ſaid, All this doth not 
prove that Faith in Chriſt was commanded by the Law, and required of himas- 
his Duty, No, it is enough that Faith in God was ſo, to prove thatthe Pre- 
cept belongs to the Law. For if it is ſufficient to argue from-the Law's not 
direing, this its own commanded Act, to ſuch an Objet as Chriſt the Re- 
deemer, that therefore it gives no Precept and Command of Believing, but 
that-ic is the peculiar Office of the Goſpel to do ſoz that becaule this particu- 
tr Kind of Faith is not ſpecified, and this Way of Acting it on Chriſt particu- 
larly expreſs'd, that therefore the Duty of Believing comes not within the Li- 
mits of its Commands : I might at this rate of Arguing, prove that the AR of 

ting the fatal Fruit was no Sin, becauſe not expreſly forbidden by the Law z 
for that regarded it as a thing indifferent, as indeed it was before the Probibi-- 
tion: and yet this deſtroying A of his was a Sin, and forbidden by the 
Law, tho not in a particular Precept, yet as involv'd in that great One, which 
commanded him to obey God in whatever he {hould require. 

It doth not therefore by any conſequence follow, that the Goſpel is. a new. 
Law becauſe / wn/9-- F = as a arch _ threatens Unbelief, ſince the 
old Law had done the ſame before, and the Goſpel only imploys its Precepts, 
and applies them to its own Deſign and Ul. To lay ns -E enjoin'd:in 
the Goſpel to believe on Chrilt as the Redeemer, to deliver us from Sin and: 

| £ 
this Faith is commanded by the Law, and is its proper Precept :; That which 
belongs to the Goſpel, is to dire this Act to an Obje ſuted and-proportio- 
ned to help us in the Miſery of our preſent ſinful State, Adam was by the Law: 
commanded to believe, and truſt in God for the Preſervation and Continu- 
ance of him in Happineſs. And we are commanded to truſt in.the fame God . 
for the Reſtoring this loſt Happineſs, and our Recovery of it again, -; The A&t 
and Object of Faith, is the ſame (Chriſt being God), and all the Difference is 
only made by that which is the Circumſtance (tho a deplorable one) of our 
own Perſons, But this will not alter the Nature of - the Faith itſelf ;, for if 
fo, then according to the Variety of theſe ſad Caſes and Exigences wherein, 
my thi bg tpn ney dg to a different Nature... Since then 
the Faith of Adam, which the Moral Law commanded him to a&.an God, 
was a Truſt in him that he would preſerve his Tn CNT Ong 
Blefſedneſs of his primitive of 2 Sinner coming to- 
nd Perſy ol the 


| ndition ; and the Faith, of 3 Six 

Chriſt for Life, i a Traſt in the ame God,, (he being he ſend 

Divinity) that he will.reſtore his wretched Creature to its 

Faich is the fame in both nflances as to the Nature of k.” Ciko the -umſian 

ces of the Perſons. are different: )' and therefore if our fir Faber wes bythe 
"oh 


lieve on Oobthe fox Precept requizes,, and- 
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TInow'thit with'a fotnful Smile ,it will be aid, that it is at) abſurd A ﬀer- 


ion to iti che Precept of Faith -ro betong co theLaw, when the Command. 
of belitring on Chritt is perperyally repeared in the Goſpe], which only diſco. 


vers this Saviour of Sinners. Ir is granted, chat we meet with this Precept in 
all the Books of the New Teſtament ; but then the Objetors mult allo grant, 
that we tind there too the Precepts of loving Chrilt, of gry 14 t ing5 
and denying our felves for his Sake, of loving our Enemies, of the Obedi- 
ence dae from Children to their Parents, of the fincere Service which Servants 
owe to theit Maſters: and now if the Goſpel is not a New Law in requiring 
theſe Duties, which were all commanded by the old one, it will no more be 
2 new Law for cormanding us to believe, lince this hath been demonſtrated 
to be & Precepc of the old Law as well as any of the other. All therefore which 
can be inferr'd is, that the Gofpel borrows theſe Precepts from the old Moral 
Law, (and then they ate not properly its own Commands) and employs them 
n its Service, and for the Intereſts of out Salvation; or to ſpeak briefly and 
AY clearly, in the Words of the Holy Ghoſthimfelf, Gal. 3. 19. the Moral Law is in 
= the- hands of Chrift our Mediator, and made by him to ſubſerve his gracious 
E-: Deſigns. 
A : Th other pretended peculiar Precept of this new Law, is Repentance z and 
if I then prove, that by virtue of the 61d Law, which was a perfe& Rule of 


Duty, this atfo was enjoi'd, and Singers oblig'd to it, this will evince, that 
x that 


neither this is the proper Command of che Gol! Ie cannot be denie 
alt which is jaftly due from one Perfofi fo another, is required in the Mo 
Ew; forit is a compfear Rale of Righreoufnefs, It 6an as Tittle be difputed 
'that an Hearty Acknow! t of the Wrong with Shame and Sarrow, from 
a Man who hath injar'd another, is due to the offended Party 3 and. common 
Reafort and Juttice doth engage Men to this, tho no other Reparatious can be 
made. The owning then of our Offerices with the moſt inward Mourni 
m#'geepett Deteſtation of thers, \ trich thore dat to Goil, our Sovergn and 
—_— Lord, tho we are incapable by all this of makiog him the leaſh Saci(- 
To confeſs a Fault, and'to expreſs a real Trouble for having dane jt, 
is indeed Men a ſorne amends to the wronged Perſon ;, for it is 
forme Security | 


that he ſhall norbe hurt by a ſecond Injury ; But all our Sorrow, 
and Confeffion of Sins with Tears, cannot in = degree ſatisfy, nor repair the 
Diſhonour and Indi offer'd unto God. It is yet-our Duty to throw.our 
{ves at his Feet, to expreſs an Abhorrence of our hainous Rebellion againlt 
him ; and ic is a Duty to which we are bound as Creatures to our Maker, and 
Sabjets to our Soveraign, who is Lord over all, God bleſſed for ever. But 
what ! ir will be faid, doch che Law require Repentance when it made no.Pro- | 
poſdls of Pardon for the Critte ? Doth ic require a ſorrgwful Acknowledgmene _.. 
of the Fault z- and yet the whole Delign of it is, that all this ſhall do the Ok 7 
fender no good, fince it provides not the leaſt Relief for the penitent Sinner ? © 

To © 
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To what purpoſe is ſuch a Command, when tho the Sinner ſheds floods. of 
Tears, and mourns out a Life laſting to Eternity of Ages, there: is yet no Re- 
 medy tendred by this Law to preyent his being eternally lly emiſcrable ? Yes, for 
all this, ſuch a Command of Repentance in the Moral Law, is not only to 

e purpoſe, but abſolutely neceſſary ; for to own to God, with Shame and 
rrow, the Injur ya have done him by our Sins, is a Duty which we owe 


to him our offe tho he had never promls'd to forgive us z nays 
tho he had plain! Fat hey that he would-never be reconcil'd.. It is a Duty 
then to which Aw. after his 'Fall, was bound by the ſame Law which he 


obey'd in his Innocency.; to which he was bound, when amaz'd with all 
the | Sk of a deſpairing Mind, looking for nothing but Vengeance and Ruin 
from the Anger and arm'd Power of the Almighty. It is a Duty to which - 
he was tied before any new Covenant of Grace made, and before God had re- 
veal'd any * ts of Favour to him, or any Purpoſes of Grace in that 
firſt Promiſe of the Seed of the Woman, breaking the Serpent's Head, . If 
then it-was Adam's Duty to! repent, before he had receiv'd any Promiſes. of 
Mercy, ..there muſt be ſome Precept obliging him to/jt : ſincethat, and Duey, 
mutually manad x; ppother NO ecept m_ a be. of _ Goſpel, for that 
was not yet im ore it mu the proper of the Mo=- 
ral Law, which was the thing to be prov'd. os ; 
If 090 will per peremprorl 8-7 Repentance to have been. Adam's Duty 
before had: promis?d Mercy, . the: ſame Perſon mult conſequently aſſert, 
that it was no Fault in hica to run from God 3 that. he did vety-well in excu- 
fing himſelf, in throwing the great Part of the Guilt upon Gad,- in Randing 
upon his own Juſtification. , _— that if he had.contined an-obdurate har- 
den'd Wretch, if he had acted as a bold deſperate Rebel, - and inſiead of con- 
a his. Crimes, me his Sarrpw, had further: dard and out- 
offended Juſtice, he had been innocent in Al chis and had not in 
leaſt broken any er; us pant nor tranſgreſs'd the Bounds of 
For if Repentance was, not Chet the Gpſpel publih'd, 
worlt Mnpnance in Adam; ——_— no Sin, becauſe forbidden 


Law. 

I know very. well that - Arminins boldly affirms all this ; ( wn That the 
Covenant of Works being broken, the Law was 
God no longer x Obedience from his ſinful Creature; ll pegs 
a new Law, map! is the Goſpel, eomanading Þ Faich and v Repentnnce 

Jad accepts this Obedience to the of ' this his new Law, indeed of 
perfect Obedience.to the old violated Moral Law. -But I know too!t 
(4a? 


that moſt Faf"gjes and amazing Nas will be the natural 


wn io Epiſtolis preſtan. viror, mou 


vnontrn a 
his Duty. 
then the 
no 


To Epiſiola Arminii ad 2 A 
x3 133: Edi 


2. Amſtel. 1684, 


AE. > I 
9 nn OE 
- * os. 


'$0 IK Diſcourſe of 'the Goſpel. _ 
paſs Canes. It will follow, tht the firſt Sin dethron'd Cod, noe 
only vur'of- Heart, but oat'of his Seat of Majefty in Heaven too, until 
-©© regain his Crown and [ , nd for the recovery of his loft Sovereign 
 Power,he wes forced to condeſcend to treat with his Rebek opon lower Tercrs, 
and wo-propoſe a new and milder Law, accommodated to the weaker Cir- 
eurnſtances of cheir State. Thus God loſeth his Soveraignty by the Diſobe- 
\ dience of his Creature, and his Laws ſignified © lirtle, that they were all re- 
peal'd and difannull'd, when Wan'would ebſerve thern no longer. And who 
can once think that 'the Great God "ſhould 'toſe his Power to command, 
when his Creatures:refusd any more to obey titm,and that Man by beroming 
aRebel, ſhould ceaſe'to be a Subject 3 and that therefore a new Law, yiving 
new ___ propoſing mote moderate Conditions, was abſo- 
- lately | roadjult the deſperate Aﬀarr, and to fet all things right again? 
Alam allo by his Fall having,acoording tothe Aﬀertion of frminews, broken 
all Ties and Bonds of Obedience, - if before the'Promillgation of the Goſpelvr 
new Law to him, ke had bhafphem'd God, tad'fwom and forfworn, 'had Ui. 
deepeſt Oaths, white he had nothing m 


- - 


&embled kindnefs tohis Wife with the 
his Heart but of Malice, -and Deligns of Revenge againſt her'for be- 
-craying him'to ruin, hall moſt barbaroaſly murder*her, and: afterward killa 
himſelf, he yet had not ſinned in all this z becauſe before the new Law piven, 
he was oblig?d t6:noDity. Believe this who will, for my part 1caunor. 
pak, Vine hun the fu me decker, Gre hve Lt hy Pr 
That / Law once en, there were Tget auy Pro- 
miles made 40 the Obedience of a Sirmer 3 therefore the Covenant ni Son 
(God and Man' was entirely vacated, and fo the Sinner was no longer hound 'to 
" obey, cill = new Law came with other Precepts' of Faith, and making Pro- 
aiſes to lower of Duty 3 andthen upon this new Account" the Crea- 
<ure' ſtands Now all this is founded upon one grand 'Miſiake'; 
which is, | that bur Obe to Got is <ftablith'd opon his Covenant with 
us z/ and thatthe only Tie apot vs, ate Promiſes or Threatnings : Whereas 
ourDuty to God immediately refutes from the infiffite Greatnefs of his Being, 
which is therefore ſupream, and hath an undoubted Right to command; ant 
from the unaltetable Relation of a Creature to his Maker.” 'So'that Milam, as 
ſoon &s he had Exiftence, was prefently bound to obey God'in all that he 
would command him, tho he had made no Promife to him of any Reward. 
And if- God had plac him in a diſmal Defart, inſtead of fertling him in Pa- 
radiſe 3 if he had ſharpen's his Life with Sorrows and Miſeries, in-the room 
of thoſe Bleſfings and Comforts which he enjoy'd, yet he have com- 
manded him all thathe pleas'd, and it d' have been his Duty to have 
paid a ready Obedience, © And this clears the Difficulty lying in our way, that 
tho the Law made noPromites to Sinners, as the Goſpel doth, yet that hin- 


ders it wot from commanding and engaging them to repenit 3/ for by whe 
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have prov'd, it appears, ' that. mans Ge Forntules of 6 hay, 


but are only tha Encouragernents they, . ſaw nat 

ding ie La mam Li os Pain —_— tha be could Sr 
in it one-Syllble of acct, pk Law which pb Obedience of 
him,. commanded wes d, to. repent, and return to his Nucy'3 tho 


he had no hopes of A. and - had no afſumance that a 
provoked and angry God forgive, and defcry*d nat the I 
ſhining in, Heaven to favour him, 
And as:it was: Adgn's Duty to-repent, fa.it is the Daty of all Men now 
livigg upon, Earth ; A Duty, to which Heathens who axe not under the Dilpen- 
ation of. the Goſpel, . to, wham this new-ſtiPd. Law- never came, . who-.never 
heard a word of its pretended \Pr ox. real, Promiſes, are-indiſpenfably 
oblig'd. Whence As they this binding Pzecept of Repentance ? From the 
Goſpel ? How can that be, when the lealt Sound of it never anziv*d to: their 
Ears 7 le mult therefore neceſſarily. be a Precept and Command of the Moral 
Law to\them,, which. maze or;kcls is manifeſed.to all, even the moſt ſavage 
and barharoys Nations of the Earth, 
The Delign avg, Office of. he Laye doth allo mavifa, that the Precept of 
Repentange doth -e» Moty 5 to. it: Fox ig was not only. appointed as: a 
Rule of Obedience, to kn Cabcetaty knowing that Man would 
ES rn CALL 
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F# 4 Diſcourſe of the 'Goſpel. - 
an Offer of Pardon only, invites and encourageth it. | 
Thus it is ſufficiently prov'd, that Sinners were by the Moral Law oblig*d to 
own their Sins with the moſt bewailing Expreſſions of Grief, tho that Law 
gave them no t and Hope ;'and that Adam after his Fall was 
engag*d to this' Sorrow and Contrition, before any promiſe of Pardon and 
noe tendred, If we now conſider the other and chiefeſt part of Re- 
pentance, it will be evident that this was not only requir'd of the Father of 
Mankind fallen, but that it was his Duty, and what he praftis*d in all the 
time of his Ingocence and flouriſhing Condition : For what is Repentance 
mainly, but an hearty 'abhorrence of Sin, join'd with a moſt careful Avoi- 
dance of it, and a moſt firm Reſolution againſt it ? Now this was as ſurely 
-in Adam, when continuing the fame upright Creature which God had made 
him, as it is certain that then he was holy, Holineſs and hatred of Sin being 
altogether i 3 and therefore unleſs we will ſuppoſe our hrſt Father to 
have been unholy in his original Being, we mu!t not doubt of his daily a&ting 
of this principal and moſt conſiderable part of Repentance, I call it fo, be- 
cauſe it is that which to bring forth the other is- appointed : for we are not 
commanded to mourn, and to bewail our Follies and Miſcarriages, meerly 
for the ſake of vexing and tormenging our ſelves, or as if by the inward An- 
guiſh of our Souls, we were to do Penance to pacify a diſpleaſed God ; but 
all this trouble of Mind for Sin, is intended and requir'd to imbitter it to us, 
and to render us vile it our own Eyes, and to throw 'us humbled before the 
Throne of Grace: For"tho we are Sinners, and poor and miſerable, yet we 
are naturally proud, and therefore a Senſe of our Sin and Miſery is ee fo 
bring down our haughty Spirits ; tho we alſo daily feel the-diſmal Miſchiefs 
. of Sin, yet our deprav'd Natures render us too prone, and readily inclin'd ut- 
toitz and therefore a piercing Sorrow is neceſſary to bring us to that true Re- 
pon of which I am ſpeaking, which conſiſts in hy Bn, and turning 
it. It is but needful that an aking Wound make us ſenſible of the ma- 

ipnant Miſchief of Sin,” to render it the Objet of our higheſt Averfion. 
ell then, it is hatred of Sin, and an hearty refiftance of it, which is the laſt 
and chiefeſt AR of Repentance, fince ouc Sorrow is deſign'd only to produce 
this Effet, and fo after all to hate Sin ; and moi carefully to avoid it, is moſt 
eruly to repent of it, And this Repentance our firſt Father, even in his In- 
nocence, acted to a _ degree than we do, ſince his deteftation of Sin was 
greater z on call che ſad Moments of his Fall, he oppoſed it more firmly and 
But it will be objeRed, Repentance ſuppoſeth the Perſon to have ſinn'd, 
and therefore a Precept of it to Adam in his Uprightneſs was altogether need- 
leſs. No not at all, for a Precept to oblige Man to what is due and juſt, is 
necellary for him in every Condition ; and nothing can be more due than to 
acknowledg a Wrong done; And what is Repentance, but an hearty own- 


= 
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God in making a Law, gave ſuch a perfe&t Rule as was ſufficient to bind Man to 


his Duty in all Circumſtances of his Caſe ; and. therefore it was not only mo»: - 
dell'd to-oblige him to perfet Obedience, but to ingage him to. repent when 


he had fail'd of his Duty. 

Well, but ſome may argue againſt what I before ſaid concerning/Faith's be= 
ing a Ptecept of the Original Law given to Aden, that tho.it is true, that Faith 
in God is required in the firſt Commandment, yet there is no Faithin a Re- 
deemer expreſs'd. What then? It is yet plainly implied,fince this our Redeemer 
is God, and therefore a general Command to truſt on God at all Times, and 
according to the various Neceſſities of qQur State, muſt include a Precept to be- 
lieve on Chriſt the Redeemer, when the (ad State of our Caſe doth require it. 


Ay, but the Law (will they objet) was given to Man in Innocence, and. 


therefore only tied him to ſuch Acts of Obedience as were proper to that 
Condition 3 and therefore ſuch Duties which teſult from Man's being a Sin- 
ner, ſuch as Faith and Repentance, were not inclos'd within the compaſs of 
this Law. Yes, but they were, and that for the ſame Reaſon as ſuch Duties 
which ariſe-from the preſent Relations which Men bear to one another, .which 
are the Conſequents of Adam's Fall, are comprehended in the Precepts of the 
Moral Law. By this a Slave is obliged'to perform Service to his Maſter ;. and 
yet if Man had not ſinned, there had been no ſuch thing as Slavery. By this 
alſo Judges are bound to do Juſtice in puniſhing MalefaQtors, and yet in Mao's 


Primitive State-of Integrity, there were no Rogues and Villains, nor any need: 1 


of Judges or Sheriffs. 

- This is ſtrange indeed (it will be ſaid ) to deny the Goſpel to be a Law 
commanding Faith and Repentance, when nothing is more frequently inculca- 
ted and earneſtly urg'd in the Sermons of Chriſt, and the Writings of the 
Apoſtles, .than that Sinners ſhould repent, and ſhould believe on him. *Tis 
readily confeſs?d ; but yet from what hath been: argued, 'it muſt be own'd, 
that theſe are Precepts of the Law made uſe of by the Goſpel, and 'd 
by its Promiſes. W 

ſirialy taken, as- it is the Word of Salvation which we-find-in the Books of 
the New Teſtament ; and becauſe Chriſt and his Apoſiles give us Rules. of 
Holineſs, immediately name the Goſpel a New Law. For after this rate of 


Reaſoning, we may infer too that it is a Book of Lives, becauſe the Life and - 


Death of our Saviour, and the Acts of the Apoſtles, are. recorded-init ; that 


it is the Levitical Law, becauſe the Apoſile Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, . 


inſiſts on ſo many Particulars of it. That it is the Ceremonial Law,” 


the ſaid Apolile.circumcis'd Timothy, AR 16, 1. That it isa. Sacred Chro- : 
the - 


nicle, and the Annals of the Church, becauſe it contains the Hiſtory 
Beginnings and firſt Progreſs of Chriſtianity. Thug. if we frame Argue 


ments by theſe Meaſures, we may make.the Goſpel any-thing that we pleaſe, . 
I 


or would fancy it to be. | 


e are not preſently . to faſten, eyery thing on the Golpel, - 


ing and lamenting the higheſt Injury offer'd to God by our Sins ?:And beſides, 
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el to be 2 ab Fn, The nextRank of 


Pr ry 'of ovincag 


Natonin to be —_ is this, that it is alledg'd that the Gofpel denounceth 
as againſt unbeli and impenitent Sinners, and makes 1 
Ls. ty 0s one who and repents, in obedience to itFCom- 


 ſhaltlcortainly be ſav*d. 'If i now then prove that thefe Threatn 
are ol the Goſpel, bur that it only! leaves the Sinner, who by Faith hat 
_ -no/lntereſt'ia Chiili, 'to the Sentence of the Law, without any 
- Defenceqe Picea; or the leaft Excuſe for himſelf > And if I alfo prove; that the 
pv rr no ſuch univerſal! Promiſes of Eternal'Life to al} Men, on con- 
dition they believe, 1 ſhall 'then clear the Way through my Reverend. Brother's 
lieft thick Ser of TATEE, form'd from twenty Texts of Scripture ename- 
rated by him. 
Text of Scripture evinceth, that the Goſpel judgeth- and con- 
© Onepla Man, but oi the unbelieving Simmer to a fair Trial'ac Law, and 
wo make the belt of it that he can. ?Tis what Chritt, who came to ſave 
Sinners, and'perfeRtly knew his own Deſign and Work, tells us, Jobs 3. 17. 
For God ſent wet bis Son-into the World to condemn the World”, but that the 
Na! thr mght be ſaved, What coulg he have ſaid more w afſurs 
ay that inthe Declaration of the Goſpel he did not threaten Death, but pro- 
miſe Salvation to Sinners, whom the Law menac%d, and who were condemns 
= its Sentence 3 that he came notas a new Legiſlatar, to. give tiew. Laws; 
a facal Doom againſt thoſe that diſobey'd them, Frag to reſ= 


» and fea, to Kire on him. 


cepts and Threa Tag 


took i nal Care that we ſhould not have ſach'a 
-F TIX and ad there | he repeats the' ſame Aſſertion, Fol 12. 
ords, and believe not, T judg bim not ;, for 1 
fo ave the World, He doth not threateny 
er ; He knew that mo both 


rw into the World to 
ZE Mediator, He accor 
pro prin 


Bod and ſi 

i roaſts of CHIN Be Me 
in gow y orc ein 

ey cn ns nc but it js the Law's, and 

bejudp'd by it, FRY hteou 

Commands, v 


= who have ng 
_——— 
ſhould deny the Argutnent, Jam yet confident h 
expres Words'of Chrilt himſelf, Thich wee bo. the ame Þ 
He that believeth on him, © not condemned ; but be that. 
SING, incenſe bo bach me Sſhwnd:o th Foy #0 DF gar 


he 
Promiſes 'of Grace. What then! will it thence follow that | Do 
which ® 2odcirincof Grate, is allo adreadful threatuin ants z 

ly. forcheſe two are hex inconliftent. | AV then ſapnbert 
ed, is only this, that the | xepeats'the Threatnings of 'the Lawy toſhew 
Sinners: their Danger if chey do not believe... This .only tells chem. 
what ſevere Meaſure they will have from a violated Law, $-agte Ig 


dos'd within the! compals of the Mediator's Fayour and Blefli 
ly and ſincerely declares to. thetn, that they ca expe ,nothir 
Deach from a Law which kills che Sinner, if chey; refuſe the only healing B 
medy which Chriſt offers. Thus it. is'told 20:3 Pacient, That Will .cer- 
dic, if be takes noc the prefcrib'd:Phylick ; And who willy. * 
ID y part of the Medicine ? Thus the Phytician 
Death toa Man, mic echen aan Bk, wilfully revaſerh co Di- 
regions. 19 ward i, when x nl Ge ical [e Who Gaga 
the 


Qure to: murdet bim, when it "A 
RR this fatal Effect } __. 


Senomar, 
——— Ae poem Fas 


os carſe his own Fly nn ad, is the Cauſe of hs i: 


CE Cats ini imore tharr to ue; that the Promiſes of Eter- 
nal Life-rrixde to the Believer, and the Ruin denound'd | nft every Unbe- 
Hiever, do not” prove the Goſpel to be a new Law ;, and that ſuch Expreflions 
as theſe, which we fo often —_—_ He who believes "hel be ſav'd; and excepe 
you repent, you nab y ans e perifh; do not ſpeak Faith and Repentance to 
be properly commanded e Goſpel, nor promiſes Pardon and- Jultifica- 
tiong On condition = Preceſ's are 'obey'd, nor threatens - Death if they 
are negleRted. ' That 'it is noi the Goſpel, "but the- Law which thrcatens 
Death, + have already proved ; that the Promiles of the Goſpel are not made 
unto Men, 'on condition of ience perform'd to it, Sevkdent Ted this, 
that if they were ſo, they would not differ in their Nature from the Promiſes 
of the Law, Dl the Covenant of Grace would be a Covenant of Works: 
which-if the Apoſtle Paul ſays true, ( a5 1 really believe he doth) is a flat 
ContradiQtion, Rem. 11.6. And if by Grace, then 16 it no more of Works © 
otherwiſe Grace is no more Grace, But if it be of Works, then! is it. no more 
Grace; otherwiſe Work is no more Work. For the Promiſes of the Law were: 
made to Men, 'on condition that its Precepts were obey'd. If now the Promiſes. 
of the Goſpel are alſo-made to Men, on condition that its Precepts are obey'd, 
then the Promiſes, both of the one and the other, are of the ſame Nature and 
Kind, being both made to Obedience. It-is but a poor ſhifting: Evaſion, to 
fay,' that there is a great difference, becauſe that the Law requires poe'un 
Obedience, nd the Goſpel inſiſts only on lower He Duty :-for: - 

not ſo much as prove the Obedience to be of different Kinds, but on= 
of graero fer Vers which, as every one knows, - doth not alter the: 
hott "that Obedience to the Law is of a vari-! 

by the Goſpel, yet the Promiſes' made to them: 
= nome harder 4 far both fibers and Works : ſince'to obey a+ - 
» is todoa Work, or | know not what to make of it 5 and-allthe DiC.- '# 
ference then is, that” the Promiſes -of the Covenanti of Works were made 
to Obedience to the 'old Law, and the Promiſes of the new Covenant ' of+ + 
Grace were made to Obedjence unto the new Law. Both are Promiſes to the} 
Obedience of Laws, and the two Laws will be di W. 
than that the one proves. to be older than the other by many Ages. "= 
the Goſpel fa Dif Law of Works reviv'd, with ſomes 

c requir'd- Duties. - And- if this be not as' ut y falſe as: & 2 

| (as lam ſure there is) + : 
d yer this abfurd Confuſion of Law and unavoi=: "2 
of this Aﬀercion, that the Goſpel prom Julifuion and] - 3 
Lito ew on condition they perform ra rr ar it com» + 


. doo, /and at the ſame time to-reſolve to withhold this Grace fiom'the greateſt 


. 

FB... 

l = 

a / 
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\ todiſcern the Conſequences of their Opinions, as boldly 'own and | 
* them: And as they aſſert, .that Gol and iſeth Life to all, on con». 


' and affert roundly, a5 they do, without minaing .the Matter, ; 


vs 
& 44 
bs . 
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4'Dilcourle df the Gdlpel. E.2 
«If alſo from this Pcopolition, He thet believeth | be ſavid, "we 
that- the Goſpel is a new Law, promiſing Life wed rene ers Þ: his Its 
Precept, it will folow, that God in the promulgation” of this new Law; of- 
fers Life univezſally to all Men, to Tartars, Negroes, -and the 'Savages'" in A- 
Mericaz to all.the Nations from Pers to Fapan, on condition they obey the 
Command of the Goſpel, and believe and repent : For if God in giving his 
Moral Law to all reaſonable Creatures, faid univerſally. to Angels and py 
Da thu, and.you. ſhall lsve ;, by the ſame Rule, if the Goſpel is a new Law, 
{peaks generally toall Men, Believe, and you ſhall tive. Now from this, 'two 
amazing Ablurdities will naturally ſpring 3 the one is, that God ſhould by this 
his new Law promiſe Pardon and Life, on condition they belieye on his Son, to 
People who have never heard that there is ſuch a thing as the Chriſtian | 
in the World, -nor ſuch a Perſon as Chriſt, and to whole Earsnot ſo as 
the ſound of his Name ever arriv*d. . Doth this become the Wiſdom of Gol 
to act ſo prepoſterouſly.? How can we think that the (Depths of that Knowledg, | 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. 111, 33. hath ſuch ſhallow | as to 
a Pardon to-all Men, on condition they believe, and yet4o make no P 
that the leaſt Syllable of this gracious Proclamation ſhould ever come totheir 
Ears ? Itis allo as repugnant to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, to »pre- 
miſe a Pardon to all Men, on condition they believe, 'when he knows that the 
Performance is impoſſible to them all, by their mere natural Powers deprav'd as 
they arey -when he knows alſo, ' that without his All-conqueriag Grace! they. 


cannot-believe and repent + To promiſe to them aH Life, on condition they 


LO 


part of Mankind, without which its impoſlible for them-to doit, what i 
this but to illude Men ? Forany one to offer Food to a Wretch, who hath not 
a.Limb -whole, ſtarving in a-Dungeon, - on-condition that he would come up - / 
and receive it, and yet refuſe to ;put forth a-Finger to give hin the leaſt lids; 

what would this be-but to mock him, and to make” a ſport -of-his 
iTo avoid theſe Abſurdities, the Arminians, who de-not want Wit-or 


dition they perform Obedience to this new-Law; .chey ſpeak confiflencly 
themſelves, and affirm too, that all Men-have ſufficient - Means affer 

fo do it, and that God gives .them-Helps enough to e them to belie 
bl they will, 'and whenever themſclves-pleaſe. 4f we are thenfond of 1 
Arminian Opinions, we mult take the whole Syſtem of then 


þ 
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inſeparable Connexion with a falſe Propoſition ;' for there are 
Errors, as well as Truths ; and as the one are chain'd, the 

Linked together. | 
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BY 17) Afr, Loruner's Apology, Chap..2. Sc. 1, Pag. 22 
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that theſe E: ture, [ He that be- 


all be dan? Mark 


10.43. And \xcepr you repent, you 
— are urgd by my Reverend A Fat that 
eth þ his Word to all Men, by a new Law eftabliſh'd among them, 

1 obey it, and Tn nt, they (hall aſfuredly be ſaved : 
for God always ſpeaks the Purpoſes of his Mind, and none of Pais Words 
contradi& his Heart z bat he never decreed, either abſolutely or conditionally, 
that all Men (bould hememalie hep Py; for if he had, he would have taken 
effecual Care that they ſhould dels face the Intents of his Mind and Will 
always obtain infallibly their deſu*d EffeR. 

If we alſo Rn that Expreflion, He who believes, ſhall be ſav'd, that 
it is promis'd to all, that on the performance of this Condition they ſhall be 
thus eternally bled ; then by the ſame Rule we muſt ſay, that eternal Death 
and Ruin Snberatens to them, on condition they do not believe. But the 
Threatnings of this Wo are not denounc'd _—_ inſt Men for not believing, 
but as due to them for not perfectly obeying the Law of Works; and theis 


Unbelief only leaves them in that periſhing Condition wherein they were 
born, as I have prov'd before, tho, as I lid, their Unbelief aggravates the 
, and inflames the Anguiſh of it. 
But what meaning then muſt we a theſe Scriptures to bear ? Wh 


truly they have the ſame Senſe as that Text in Heb. 12. 14. Follow Peace wit 
all Mes, and Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, What ! 
is Holineſs the Condition of the Beatifical binere ? No; tho it doth 


is meant, 
her,and that no == can coltbry come 
is F it is alſo true, who believes, ſhall be 
ſfevid; which, imports no more than this, is, cha all Believers are ſav'd, and _ 
gs is ſuch an unchangeable Connexion between 
Faith, Repentance and Halineſs, are indi. | 
on, and Eternal Life, in the ſame Per- © 
3 ; or ina Work tha ers not, but wiiga we dVomms 
Time he makes a Believer, brings him to Repentance, (| 
this of Adult Perſons ) and fanQtifies his Nature : and who- © 


ever. ny =p pan do rent hg nor ſo much as like to fuchan exe- _ 


crable Monficr, however invidious Names arc flung about as thick as Stones 
ia the Streets. : 
1 / 


pP—_ — 
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Chap.$. A Diſcourle of the Golpel. 
[ might inſiſt more largely on this Argument, 'but I begin to think 
the Conſideration of It =" more ly =_ to another Diſcourſe, 


wherein I deſign, with the Affiftance of my Lord Jeſus Chrift, CORIING 
help'd me in this, beyond the natural Abilities of my own Mind, to him be 
all the Glory) to prove, that the Covenant of Grics doth not promiſe nor 


confer the Bleſſings on condition of performing Dacties requir'd. 


i 


- 


CH A P. VIIL 


70 Texts of Scripture (which are urg'd by the Apologiſt, as expreſly giving 
Name of a New Law to the Goſpel) recover'd to their r Senſe. 
Hs Teſtimonies out of the Fathers, and Proteſtant Writers, evmcd to be 


uſeleſs ro ſerve bis Deſign. 


Shall now examine thoſe Texts alledg*d by my Dear Brother, wherein the 
I Goſpel is call'd a Law; and the Fo Fob Fey by him; wherein the 
Fathers Rid Proteſtant Authors give to it the ſame Name. 
briefly, for I need not be large, fince any Reader who hath,' with any inten- 

tion of Mind, perus'd my poor Writing, may reſolve them all at ro 
| The firſt Texr produc'd is, that known one in Rom. 3:27." Where & boaſt 

then ? It is excluded. By what Law ? of Works ? net by ns 
Faith, Without looking'on the Context, we may be 
Apoſtle faith in the ſame Verſe, 'that by the Law of Faith; rwone'y_bmagbas 
than that Doctrine of Grace which declares a believing Sinner” to'be juſtified 
eouſneſs of Chriſt, which by Faith he receiveth ; for it s ſuch a 


A 


by the R 

Ln of Faith that excludes all boaſtin ; Now then, le connlagib 
Faith, and promis'd Juſtification, ow: condictva that this its/Precept was o- 
bey*d, Boaſting wc ;ymo omen Bet but rather a great would be 


e it: For why ſhould nota Man gle in his Faith, Witte 
Obedience to this new Law, which by the Statate of" it makes” his 
on this his Performance ? He may then! as-well' plead 
'd; and fo ; nd o he may 8 well claim Life and 
on the Accoiunt of ha ; done all that this new Law made nece 
ſary to Salvation ; as Adem, if ing in his Primitive $ wee 
Fs Plea of his Right to Life, for haves dl Duty wt 
| RY wont fry as Need | 


given to 

Talifeaton depend 
i "os 

that he hath done what was 
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A Diſcoutſe of the. Golpet. 

w by which Adew was to have been j , enjoin'd Works as the Terms: 
{o3 but that thisnew. Law. only on two Acts of Obedience, 

» as all that itrequires for our Juſtitication : For theſe 


two are Works done by us, and ſo we might boaſt that we have done ſome- 
Ig not ariſing to that height of Duty. incumbent on our firſt Father ;, 
by to the Tenor of this new Law, we arc juſtited, By the 
ition which the Apoſtle makes of the Law of Faith to a Law of 
it is alfo manifeft, that by the firſt he intends a pure Bodtrine of 
Grace, and by the other a Law, commanding ſamething to be done : For if 
the Law of Faich requires any Works, and conſtituted them to be Conditions 
of our obtaining the Blellmgs.; make theſs- Works as few as you will, and 
call them by what Names you pleaſe, Faith and Repentance, yet this will re- 
Gule from. it, that both are Eaws of Works; only with this difference, that the 
| = rigorouſly inliſts on more Works than the.other : which how-this may 
_ with that Oppolition. the Apoltle forms between them, I cannot very 
wel 
— muſt therefore by the. Law of Faith underſtand, not a Law. in the.firict 
Senſe, preſcribing, Works of any ſort as Conditions, but only the 
wha of Faith, and of the Believer's. Juſtitication 'by Chriſt's Righteouſ 
neſs which Faith receives. It is.thus all the right Proteſtant Divines, who 
aye commented on this Epilile,, interpret the Apoſile*s.meaning ; tho the 
Bopiſh Annotators wrek it to the ſame Purpoſe for which. it. is brought in by 
my Reverend Brother, as I ſhall prove by many Inſtances... 
| wy would be-tedious to; multiply, Citations of the} hundredeh.:part of Pro- 
teſtant on this Epiltle ; Calvin and Bezs may alone ſuffice. * The 
Name of: indeed ( lays Calvin) © + - -+ Apo to Faith. +. By 
what Law, that w, (lays Beta) by what 
The "Commentators indeed univerſally interpret this Rom. 3. 27; 
to delign the Goſpel to be a new Gracious Law. . Thus (4) Aquinas, and the 
Cardinal (6) Cojotan; (c) Aries Mantanus ; (4) Ambroſius Catharinus, Bi: 
ſhopof Afiners ;, (e) Cornelius Muſſus, Bilbop of Bitento,; the four Jeſuits, 
({)'Benediftus Taulinjans, (g ) Corneline a Lapide, (bh) Eftius, and (5) 4 


—— 


nomen improprie fidei triuirur. Calvin. in Rom. 3 \ 27 » part.. 
þ Genev. 1617, + Per quam Legem ? And wie Niycs bd Gal Doftri pert 


mes. 0-99 "=a / pen (5), Cotte. in Rom. 3.27. .in 
1639. Arias. Mont anus, in Rom. 3, 27. in full 


in Rom-3 
Tail, pal ai, Pla. roy. pon JO; 4) Anireſ. Cathatia, in Rom, 3: 9% 
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Chap.s, A Difcoueſe of the Goſpel.. 

damus Contzen, _ This laſt orders his Commentary on goes 

mans, in a way of Diſputation, to refute the Hereticks, as 

who-believe the pure Truths of.the Goſpel. One great rin 

Hereticks is, that the Golpel is no Law. This ſuppos'd Error the —_— ap- 
What is the Law of 


pn ies himſelf toconfutez and in reſolving that Queſtion, 
orks ? and what the Law of Faith? he firſt pounds Bellar mine's De- 
pel is a Law of Works tooy 


cilion of it 3 the Sum whereof is, that the Go 
but accompanied with. Grace. But there is an Objection of Parenrin the 
way,. That if the Goſpel be a Law, as containing in it Precepts and Come 
mands, chen the Dittinion which. the Apoſile makes between the Law of 
Faith, "and Law of Works, cannot be preſerv'd ;, for both of them will agree 
in commanding Woiks, however ditferent thole Works may-be which they 
enjoin, . and | F they both of them muſt neceſſarily be Loved of Works ; 
unleſs any one will be ſo accurate a Diſputant, as to deny a Law to be aLaw,.. 
or Works to be Works. To remove this ObjeQion, Contzen, (who being a 
Teſuit, was very.well skill'd in all the wy of Shuffling as well as as any Many 
and knew the neceſſary Doubles and Tur when he was hunted): like a 
Politician in Divinity, makes this wk wer 3 That both-Laws 


and yet the Law of Faith is nes a Law of Works, though it commands Works; 
. becauſe it bath the Aids of Grace 


by which the Work are perform'd, There- 
fore the Law of Faith is @ Law of Grace, the Law. of Works is without Grasct: 
Tongs wen; Fin cn ia pens 
orks 3 that is,. the com t us to do any 

or to do, is not to work, Goel I: know. not what. without a Name. - Ay; but it 
iS not a Law of Works, becauſe it contains in it Grace, as-a y of - Suc-. 
cour to enable us to perform them. But this only-proves the wrngy” bor 
new-Gaſpel to be ne not that they are none at all, The beft which can 
be made.of it amounts to no more than this, that their is a gracious | 
Law of Works, a Law whoſe Exactions are not ſo hard and cruel as thoſe of 
the. Tyrannical Egyptians, to require Brick without Straw 'a Law whoſe 
Commands are moderated,. and its leſſer degrees-of Duty accommodated to- 
the weakneſs of our preſent State ;, and-therefore it is not all Work, but there is 
an Alloy of a great mixture of Grace. This ſeems to be fairly offer?d to com- 
pound the Bulineſs : but-what if the oa rohalech the Compolition vaiorn 
indeed, in_my ©, Janes 
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Ps being a new Law. But what are the 
Trophies: of-Conqueſt which he ſhews to this purpoſe ? only Bertixs the Ar- 
minian, who afterward turn'd Papiſt, and was advanc'd by the French King 
robe Profeſſor of Hiſtory at Paris *. 

-- © with that my Reverend Brother had not offer*d that place in Gal. 6. 2. 
not only on the account of its perfect refuſal to ſerve his Delign, but becauſe 
the Papiſts and Arminians prefs'it tothe ſame purpoſe, of proving from ic 
the Goſpel to be a new Law, and Chriſt a new Law-giver, and I would not 
have him to be ſcen in fuch Company ; the entire words of the Verſe are 
thele,-Gal.6. 2. Bear ye one anothers Burdens, and ſo fulfil the Law of 
Chrift, There needs no more than to read them, to be ſatished that they fig- 
nify nothing to the Intent for which they are introduc'd : For the Law of 
Chriſt doth not import the Goſpel, but (as all Commentators agree) only 
that particular Precept of the Moral Law urg'd by Chriſt, Foh.1 3.34. 4 new 
Commandment give unto you, That ye love one another + as I bave loved you, 
that ye alſs love one another. - And we may as well prove from hence, that 
there are Eleven Commandments, as that the Goſpel is a new Law. The 
wins, and the Jeluit Effiis, the better of the two, infer the 
ſame Error from this Gal.6.2. as my Learned Brother doth ;, (a) From all it 5s 
manifeſt, ( ſays Eftins ) that Chriſt 35 not only given to Men #5 @ Redeemer, to 


whom | as the Hereticks will bave it ) but alſo as a Legiſtater, 
= kt 6M Scks ) fe {iſlet 


may obey. (b) Chrift is to be acknowledg*d, (fays Vorſting ) not on- 
our, but alſo as « Law-giver, inaſmuch as bis chief:ſt Law'is 
41 4 new Law be bath comm to us 57 4 new manner, and 
confirm" d it by « new Example. This is that YVorſtius who denicd the Om= 
nipreſence of the Infinite God, and who advanc'd a wicked Opinion, not on- 
.imprifon bim in Heaven, but to bind the immenſe Divinity in Chains 
there 3 and who aſſerted God to be mutable, and to change his 

Mind and Will as often as a fickle inconſtant Man (c). 
The other place of Scripture, ſa: 42. 4. cited by my Learned Brother, is 
no 
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"15. Gene, Exercitat. 84, pag. 321- Tom. 1. oper. Rottrod. 1651, 
Nemorab. de noſtri Tempi, part.2. lib.2. pag.46. Bo/ogn.16 45. 


rerum eriam Legillro agnoſcendux ft, quippe cajus ; 
novarn modo avit, novogz 
Epiſt Apoſ Anſte ef 
(2) Vnſfins de Deo Dilp. 3+ pag. 19. & Note in Diſp. 21g ad 219. Steinfurt, | 
16to.  1bid. Difp. 6. pag. 54 tc Noe in Diſp, 6. pag-3 £41 Ic Apologer. Excg. 3 E | 
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Chap.s. A Diſcourſe of the. Golpet. 


79 anger RA 0 to prove his pany gow FOE Re 
ev 4.42.4. He not nor be diſconr 
peo. 1 waa Earth : jt prog s jo apes wo Ro "That 
w is meant a Declaration of ES 
of the Hebrew word, which in our Engliſh Bibles is capped [* Fn 
for bis Law) the Hebrew word ww), +. 12h they ſhall hope: 
Deſires expettit : And thus Piſcator, whotud an pace To cnet thac 
Language, renders it. We tay then by a neceſſary C 
that by Law here is meant, a publication- of Free Grace b 
poor Sinners of the Gentiles could not defire wn 
v_—_— any Criticiſms on the Hebrew Language, 
Prophet Iſas«b, inſtruQts us to a right det = the No Iſa. 42. 
3. A bruiſed Reed ſhall be not break gang tg Flax ſhall be wot - 
guench : he ſhall bring forth Judgment unto Trek ow if Chriſt had 
brought in a new Law, with Precepts ſuperadded to the old One, this would 
have. been to break the bruis'd Soul with repeated Strokes in greater ſfirerigeh. 
and fierceneſs. 
There is another Scripture produc?d by my Learned Brother to.be cxamin'd,. 


which he urgeth to prove, Fe Thatthe Goſpe | as a new i prniſh all thoſe wits 


to - the Per of its pr my threatens to 
neglect them 3 Luke 19 wats, 0 wok rwnort 
ſhould reign over them, ng biker, and ſlay 


who am very willing I's 
Tong hens err yebuana cg World; arr ro. 
ying, that we heartily pray that his Kingdom ma _ oder: of 


of its Glory, as we are hte will at thedetermin'd | 


Well, but to ſoften the harſh word Lew, eds he more llping og of 
Grace. But this will not do the Buſineſs, for a Law 
Covenant of Grace, if it be true-what the Apoſtle fays, anne nd of 


fo ks then #1 it no more of Works : otherwiſe Grace is no moro-Grace, But- 


if it be of Works, then is it no mi Gract : « Work is no more Work; 
efore his no angry Brethren, are in no Paſſion to hear the Voice of the 
Law, if the old Moral One, as a continuing Rule to Believers, is meant ;. 
and they are very glad of the joyful Sound of Grace, they only gaze and ad- 
mire at the firange Prodigy of thoſe ewo-unnatarally join'd together, to corm-- 
pound-a Covenant of Grace.. ST LD 
And tho with che greateſt rejoicing we moſt thankfully accept God's hew: 
Covenant of Graces. yet we cannot own a.new Law. of Wes 4. we- 
hear it more clearly proclaim?d by God himſelf. | 
I muſt confeſs 1 was a litre farprit' {ut what [next read in- { Reverend: 
Brother's Learned Diſcourſe z, The Law of Grace we. I5 (lays: "IND 
both New. and Old in diffrent OW ht te Newint ': 0k Ny ha wt "I 
£3 1873 JU +4; Loo 
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” of Wok CET et -Janecemey (a). What! :is-it a new 
_ aw of | if a freſher Pates that theold One ing uſclels, Gyd ſaw it needful to 
- -_ promulgate another, /lower'd to ef degree of Duty, and fo ſated to the 
—— parany 7 te of Sinners? I am. contident iny Learned Brother will not afſer 
4 is. . cho-it unhappily falls out that his Words ſeem to imply it (6). | 
= gemains nothing more than to examine his Humtnane Authoriies ; 
"= awbich 1 will dos tho there is the greateſt uncertainty in the. Citation of Au- 
thors toabet an-Opinion, when Men only take care and labour to wrack and 
"torture them to a forced Confeſſion of their own Senſe : For if the Words of 
.the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, who deliver'd his Meaning moſt diſtin&ly, and with 
.the greateſt exactnels,  are:yet wreſted aud perverted to contrary Purpoſes, al 
Humane Writings aze much more liable to be disfigur'd by wrong Interpreta- 


# yet conſider in order the ſeveral Authorities alledg'd;. and firſt as 
IP Ka m_ Taft Any one whodiſtinQly.re the Deſign of that 
| Father's Writing, ill ſee, that however he nts uſc of the word: Law, ' by 
| which to name the Goſpel, yet by Law he means no more, than a new Do- 
ring cx pentation of Grace. - For his Deſign is to prove, againſt a Jew 
was a great-Admirer of bis own Law, and its auguſt Ceremonies and 
IPs That all that folemn Pomp was excelled by the plain Evangelical 
Dodrine z that thisnew Diſcovery of the Bleſſings of Grace in the real and 
ſolid Subſtance, was. infinitely preferable to all the old:-Repreſentations and 
Shadows of thoſe good Things : : And therefore by this new Law; or this new 
of Grace coming, thoſe old Rudiments go off as uſeleſs to:tearh 
any. + The Goſpel as a new Doctrine of Grace appearing, the-old 
of Sacxifices and External Rites, civilly are to withdraw, to give 
peep ami a (uperiour and better JaſtruQor, To prove this is the Delign of that 
* Father” againſt the Jew ; and all "va be gather'd: from his cal- 
ling the Goſj = py New Lew, is only this, that itisa fuller and clearer Revela- 
tion of nt God. in Chriſt. as. is evident: from:what follows a little © 
after thoſe. Wordscited by m + vena Brother, where. Juſtin Martyr expreſ- | 
ſeth his Meaning about the Goſpels being a New-Law, (s) that it: is fo as it - 2 
is.4-new and clearer tion a Grace ; for having cited that Place in Iſs. 
$5» 3» 4- cxpreſſing.the Nature of the Goſpel, and upbraiding the - Jew. for 
his Contidence .in.old Legal Performances, 'in Circumciſion, in-eating unles= | 
vened Bread, in waſhing in the Laver of Water, in the Blood-of Sheep and | 
Goats, Þ 
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which as a pure Dodtrine of Grace, ſhews boſs the La Grote by | 
Slan&# and. the day be quititied gandi affords Supplies 
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wikeo'of this tas 

In a word, all that *can be concluded from the Words of 
this, that God hath appointed a fer and ſlated 

ing to which he proceeds, As he is nota | 

ly, and beſtows his Bleflings in a due Series; fo thatfis vB 
one may follow the other: And how the is _ a 
Harmony of Bleſſings, 1 have ſhewed before 
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Gncviely tal) with a poor, Aing Sims 
{#) next beings me); without encours- 
\Nocions:which even | wicked Men. have-of 
ng for Sirmers (or throwing him into 
i hinvjut dying, ofancw Law which 
he: can enteitaincany hopes z.: that: this new. 
[by herb and till: hezhatts dohc'it, be muſt; look 
tianfrom its levere-Sentence :: 41 1-tell him that. one 


_ Fpopore hexttform the Courſe: of a Lites of whichhe is 
art any the Period 3 and that unlets he. live better. he cannot be 
ec when he hath but a few Moments 
;ghaitly upon me, and. think that-1;tmade his Airtimme to! Hr lt, But 


that the Bletſigs 


(to\live}: He would «cantainly 


of; tht: Covenant axe jinfeparable,.,and where 


| bo _ one, they are followed with all the vthes; ;That, where God:couters 
Favour, he plants Grace tqo, and works Faith ifs the Heart of thole, who 
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han Fora his aftrigh 


he bach decreed. tg-lave: That chis-Faithy. if. erue, 'is accompanied avith, Loye ; 
and he ran Product of that is a Gncere Reſolhtion a6:pleaſe Chrilt,, and 0- 


lay.. his Hand.on bis. Heam, 'and tind-thelt Blelings 


yy; he can 
maybe afſured-of his Intereft-in the bthet;/ and: that; beliaviag he is 


Obedience of .Chridt/ to: the Law. for him. Fhis 


bra Goipel to,x ſtartled Sinner, . Who hath not. one Minute longet 
ted, Spizit;' may. (Godrmaking 
Salvation). revive,. and give-new. Life-unto-him in As Agonics of 'Death, 
amaze-him with a Diſcourſe of new Laws, andCommandgand Threat- 
mop he to-ltab-bign rhe Soul, and-+to; ;murdet him more Ronny 


it the Power-of God 
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'L 145, explaining the Difference between nip ory goto 
:Sppek (a), The Precepry of theys (Gays he) 'are) diff erent as to Crremomia 
: 4 to So Bt they 0. the fame, int are more fully cattaint din the" 
— Alenſss, who liv'd Anno Doms. 1230. relolving that Queſtion, 
ther the Obicrvance vt the Old or New Law be the molt” burdenſome ? 
ſays, (b)-* That the Precepts of the Gopet; -fimply aiid abſolutely, are more 

: AIG. Wh of a greater Burden.than t Prece pts of «he-Malaical aw.) 
Altsſſiodorenſis, who flowiſh'd Anno ata Yelolves' the 
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As to the Carnal Burdenſomneſs, 
ITaw was heavier than tl he Golpel 3 bu 2s tothe Spiritual Difclty, 
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of that with-the 
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e Mor! 
ſperaddicion of new Ones : (f)) * Bat i Rab 
© the Partof tht new Law, the Maltitude and Efficacy of the Aids doth wdfe 


hallriae the Diffealey of ies Mota Precepts. 
| | Raynerias;de. Piſtr,” who allo flourilh'd Anno Dom. 1 355, do ſcourſeth larg 
1y-about chis now (0; 4nd its Excellence and CR Pied gative abo 
(9) Which new'Law (fays he) hath four riotable io we 


FETs 


wris> Law of Charity, of Liberty, Facility, and Neceſſity ; . 
ſhe Inlifts'6h all thoſe Particulars. 

jr are —ory ara Awedliis,” Who floariſh'd dJnno Dom. 1317. gives 
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F Chap.g. A Diltoutle of the Golpe]. '73 
- 266 ation which is ing the Righteouſneſs 'of Works, ' withr'ea 
4 vours to vindicate this Aﬀerrion againſt the Proteſtants. ' Amung ochi 
 -things, too long here torelate, he tells us ; That (r) * indeed if we ſpeak of the 
© Grace of the New Teſtament, the Law is not diſtinguiſh'd from the Golpel 
* in this3 that the Law requires Works,but the Golpel doth not require Works : 
© Bat in that the Law teacheth what is to be done, the Goſpel affords Strength 
© todoit. So that according to him, the new Law tho requiring Works, is 
yet a Law of Grace, accompanied with Grace. | 
Thus it is evident, that for many paſt Ages down to our own, this Opini 
of the Goſpel's being a new Law was the conſtant Doftine of the Anti-chtiſti- 
an Church, and cagerly maintain'd to ſupport the Merit of Works. The So- 
cinians and Arminians, as they join'd with the Church of Reme in denying, the 
Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, ſo they readily embrac'd this Figmentof 
the new Law; under the covert of which, they introduc'd an 
ſnefs of our own in conformity to it, by which we are to be jufti 
I not be large in cuting this Buſineſs, becauſe my Reverend and 
Learned Brother, Mr. Stephen Lobb, will do it ſufficiently. 1 will only offer two 
fair Evidences 3 the one of Socinws himſelf, the other of Epiſcopine. (s) * Tho 
© Chriſt (faith Sociyw)) hath his Law, and pp it in the Name of 
© God to the World ; yet is he not call'd ſimply a Law-giver, fince his' Law 
© was nothing elſe but a Complement, and Perfe&ti tlie Moſaical Law : 
* nor indeed. did he chiefly come.into. the World for that End, that he inij 


oO 

© make Laws, and be our Legiſlatorz but that he migh | 
6 alſo he gave to us his Law. (#) The Remonſtrants @nf | ops) © 
© that they are delighted with that Manner of Sx "3 by. 
this or that , Aithor a5 


* certain new Law-giver] not becauſe it favours 
© much lefs becauſe they borrowed it from Secimwz but becauſeit is the Phraſe 
* of God, ee A een Os | 
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88575 F Dilcourſe \of the Golpel: 
” -% gioh's' and they believe nothing to be more neceſſary, than that it ſhould be 
& that Chriſt is the Maker of a new Law. 
ES It is plain then that this Aſertion of the Goſpel's being a new Law, is a Po- 
ith, and Socinian, and Arminian Doctrine. What then ſhall I brand my Re- 
verend Brother with any of theſe hated Names ? No, I am fo far from doing 
ie, that 1 do not ſo much as think him to be on the Side of any of the three 
Parties, tho hie is ſo liberal in beſtowing Titles of Diſhonour upon thoſe who 
differ from him, as to call them Antinomians 3 and fo by virtue of an 
hard Word, to name them the greatelt Villains which can live upon Earth. 
I know very well that the Papitis, together with aſſerting the Goſpel to be 
a Law, aſſert the Merit of Works ; which is diſclaim'd by my Brother, and 
yet is really included in his Hypothetis : For what is Merir, but when the Re 
ward is due to ſome Work done ? And now if the Goſpel be in that reſpect a 
Law, that it requires Duties as Conditions of having a Claim to'its Bletfings, 
and promiſes'them to the Performance of thoſe Conditions, then to them per- 
| form'd, tho of never (o little Confideration, the Bleflings mult be given not 45 
the Fruits of meer Grace, but as the Reſults of a juſt Debt. However, tho the 
Opinion ig.not profeiſedly fo rank as Popery, and Arminianifmy yec in the 
traſt Nearnefs to thoſe deliruQtive Errors there is Danger, and within'the very 
Contines dwell Plagues and Death. The People cannot then with too much 
Teal, be warned of the hazardous Approaches which lead them on'to be be- 
tray'd into the Enemics Camp. They underſtand not the Niceties of Contro- 
verly, and of Errors fo refin*tl that they eſcape their diſcerning, they. are not 
alvaid, and yet all the while the Venom works mote deſperately for being 
- ſubtiliz'd, and the inviſible Spirits of it mortally ſeize their Brains, when in} 


Karcled at the fight of the Poiſon offer?d in its grofſer Bulk. I hope then m 
Reverend Brother, and all others, will pardon me if my Love to the Truths 
hath ftirr'd me wich ſome juſt Indignation againſt the Opinions, whigh fa- 
vour thoſe dangerous Errors concerning Juſtihcation by Works, and if I have 
been moved to repreſent them in their own exa& Shape and natural Colours. 
For tho I will not avow theſe newly advanc'd Do&trines to be rank Popery, 
and Arminianiim z yet I muſt lay, that they want but lictle-of taking that De- 
gree, and that even in this reſpe& they are the more hurtful, [Forwhen « 
Error is wire-drawn to a flender Thred, it is the more miſchievers; in 
ing not ealily diſcernable, fince fo it ſlides inſenfibly inita the Minds of the 
 Ulnwary. What tho the Merit of good Works is diſclaim®d ; whattho the 
cinian- and Armin'an Inferences from the Goſpels being-a new Law, are dil» / 
own'd z. yet would it not be better for the ae the Trath-in-its Pu 

rity,. and for the Safety of the Souls of the' People, to fotbear ſuch Phrafes wn 
of ch, which by the Enemies of the'Gofpel are made uſe of to very © 
? Letall of us be ſway'd by the Words of a Man, whole Memory 

and revere : I is the admirable Bets 3 who witing agaitelt-Chans > 
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dium de Xaintes, conteſts with him that the Goſpel was not new Law, nor 
ought ſo to be nagged ; (#) * I confefs (fays he) that Paw! makes mention in © 

© one place of the Law of Faith, which he oppoſeth to the Law of Works z but 7 
© beſides that the Name of Faith added takes away-all Ambiguityg| (ay that nel» _ 
* ther ſo indeed doth that Place favour thee, -I read in the lame*Apoltle, the Law = 
* of Chriſt expre(s'd, but meant for the Command of mutual Love rentwed by . - © 
* Chriſt, to which is oppos'd. the external, and eſpecially the Pharifaical Obſer= 
© vation of the Law. Ideny that the perfe&t Law of Liberty, which Fames: 
© mentions, belongs to this naming of a new Law. But I remember that Cal- 
© vin in one place uſes your Phraſe, but with an Interpretation added ;. and that 
* too only, that all might underſtand what he would diſprove in you. But do 
* not think that TTeontend with you about a Trifle, tho ſome of the Antient We 
© Fathers, as Auguſtine (which yet he did very rarely) attributed ſometimes the. 
*Name'of a Law, and indeed of a new, or ſecond Law, to the New Teſtament 

* or Goſpel. That pernicious, and plainly deteltable Error of your's, by which 

* you take away thechicf Difference of the Law and Goſpel, makes me to judg. 

* that this Phraſe, viz. | « new Law} unuſual in the Scriptures, ought- wholly 

© ( be thruſt. out of the Church. M 
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(») Paulum fareor uno loco Legis fidei meminifle, quam opponart Legi operum z. ſed pre»- 
rerquam quod addirum fidei nomen omnem amphiboliam collir, dico ne fic ' 
Locum tib1 parrocinari, Lego apudeundem L Chriſti, ſed pro mutuz man-- / 
daro & Chriſto renovato; cui opponicur externa Legis obſervagiith-ac preſcrtim Phariſaics, F 
Legem perfeftam Libertaris (cujus meminit. Jacobus) nego albifiany. nove Leg - -oat Wo 
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onem -perrinere.. Calvinum autem uti meminj uno- Loco v formula, ſed add 
rerprecatione, & idcirco ranrum, ur quid in yobis redargueret,"gmies incelligerene 
me vero exiſtimes de nihilo contendere, quum veteres-nonnulli, veluet Auguitinns (qu 
ramen rariflims fecir) Legis, & quidem novz, ſeu ſecundz, nomen aliquando novo E 
deri, five Evangelio tribuerit, facit exitialis ille & plane deteſtabilis Error 

Legis & Evangelii przcipuum diſcrimen collitis, ur hanc formulam 
prorfus ex Eccleſia exturbandam exiſtimem. Bezz. Apolog. 2.,ad CE de. Xair 


pag. 364. tom. 2. oper. Gentve 1573+ fend 1 
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